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31. The City of Lebtait dxxxii.It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..47. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls dxcv.The messenger
wished him joy of the bath and exceeded in doing him worship. Then he said to him, "The king biddeth thee in weal." (82) "Hearkening and
obedience," answered El Abbas and accompanied the messenger to the king's palace..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed
Detma dxcvii.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El
Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with contention and
mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your
lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves
fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had
gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four
sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".45. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he
used to rob and stop the way by himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from
them and fortify himself in the mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this
man was alone and knew not the perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with
thee, for I mean to slay thee without fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take
the fourth part [thereof]." And the thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the
robber replied, "I will take nought but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? "The glory's not in those
whom raiment rich makes fair, But those who still adorn the raiment that they wear.".Now the king had a brother, who envied him and would fain
have been in his place; and when he was weary of looking for his death and the term of his life seemed distant unto him, he took counsel with
certain of his partisans and they said, 'The vizier is the king's counsellor and but for him, there would be left the king no kingdom.' So the king's
brother cast about for the ruin of the vizier, but could find no means of accomplishing his design; and when the affair grew long upon him, he said
to his wife, 'What deemest thou will advantage us in this?' Quoth she, 'What is it?' And he replied, 'I mean in the matter of yonder vizier, who
inciteth my brother to devoutness with all his might and biddeth him thereto, and indeed the king is infatuated with his counsel and committeth to
him the governance of all things and matters.' Quoth she, 'Thou sayst truly; but how shall we do with him?' And he answered, 'I have a device, so
thou wilt help me in that which I shall say to thee.' Quoth she, 'Thou shall have my help in whatsoever thou desirest.' And he said, 'I mean to dig
him a pit in the vestibule and dissemble it artfully.'.? ? ? ? ? In every halting-place like Joseph (17) she appears And he in every stead with Jacob's
grief (18) is pined..Now I had questioned her of her name and she answered, "My name is Rihaneh," and described to me her dwelling-place. When
I saw her make the ablution, I said in myself, "This woman doth on this wise, and shall I not do the like of her?" Then said I to her, "Belike thou
wilt seek us another pitcher of water?" So she went out to the housekeeper and said to her, "Take this para and fetch us water therewith, so we may
wash the flags withal." Accordingly, the housekeeper brought two pitchers of water and I took one of them and giving her my clothes, entered the
lavatory and washed..All this time, the young Damascene was hearkening, and whiles he likened her voice to that of his slave-girl and whiles he
put away from him this thought, and the damsel had no whit of knowledge of him. Then she broke out again into song and chanted the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Meanwhile, Selim abode with the cook a whole year's space, earning him two dinars
every day; and when his affair was prolonged, the cook inclined unto him and took compassion on him, on condition that, if he let him go, he
should not discover his fashion to the Sultan, for that it was his wont every little while to entrap a man and carry him to his house and slay him and
take his money and cook his flesh and give it to the folk to eat. So he said to him, 'O youth, wilt thou that I release thee from this thy plight, on
condition that thou be reasonable and discover not aught of thine affair ever?' And Selim answered, 'I will swear to thee by whatsoever oath thou
choosest that I will keep thy secret and will not speak one syllable against thy due, what while I abide on life.' Quoth the cook, 'I purpose to send
thee forth with my brother and cause thee travel with him on the sea, on condition that thou be unto him a boughten slave; and when he cometh to
the land of Hind, he shall sell thee and thus wilt thou be delivered from prison and slaughter.' And Selim said, 'It is well: be it as thou sayst, may
God the Most High requite thee with good!'.73. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi dclvii.Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there,
i. 210..89. Mesrour and Ibn el Caribi cccxcix.On this wise she abode a great while and indeed yearning for him came nigh to slay her; so she stood
and watched for him one day at the door of her chamber and straining him to her bosom, kissed him on the cheek and breast. At this moment, out
came the master of the king's household and seeing her embracing the youth, abode amazed. Then he asked to whom that chamber belonged and
was answered, 'To Shah Khatoun, wife of the king,' whereupon he turned back, trembling as [one smitten by] a thunderbolt. The king saw him
quaking and said to him, 'Out on thee! what is the matter?' 'O king,' answered he, 'what matter is graver than that which I see?' 'What seest thou?'
asked the king and the officer said, 'I see that yonder youth, who came with the eunuch, he brought not with him but on account of Shah Khatoun;
for that I passed but now by her chamber door, and she was standing, watching; [and when the youth came up,] she rose to him and clipped him
and kissed him on his cheek.'.As for the king, he arose in haste and disguising himself, repaired to the house of Firouz and knocked at the door.
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Quoth Firouz's wife, "Who is at the door?" And he answered, saying, "I am the king, thy husband's master." So she opened the door and he entered
and sat down, saying, "We are come to visit thee." Quoth she, "I seek refuge [with God] from this visitation, for indeed I deem not well thereof."
And the king said, "O desire of hearts, I am thy husband's master and methinks thou knowest me not." "Nay," answered she, "I know thee, O my
lord and master, and I know thy purpose and that which thou seekest and that thou art my husband's lord. I understand what thou wishest, and
indeed the poet hath forestalled thee in his saying of the following verses, in reference to thy case:.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and
flying up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them,
saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.'
So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent
of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will
take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and
dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered
their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.Old Sharper,
Story of the, ii. 187..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh ccclxxxv.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist,
who welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my
brother! For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her
husband, when he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had
gone about his business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught
him [how he should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other
answered, 'She bade me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with
this, lest thy heart be occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the
house, he cast the net over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..Presently, the old woman
came in to her and saw her sitting at Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her,
"See what hath betided me! Indeed, Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the
old woman, "O my mother, how good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she
considered what Mesrour had reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between
the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old
woman, "Mesrour came to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And
Nuzhet el Fuad said to her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my
condition and that which hath befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had
lived!".? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story ii.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new, iii. 30..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward,
indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.When the boy saw what the
treasure-seeker had done with him he committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning
his case and said, 'How bitter is this death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and
saying, 'I was delivered from the lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode
confounded and looked for nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he
arose and walked in the pit, following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound
of the current and hearing it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or
to-morrow; so I will cast myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the
servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will
presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the
headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy
leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him
will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..?STORY OF THE
FULLER AND HIS WIFE..Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress, iii. 117..Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed him not
and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from thy wife
(247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in yonder
chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure, concerning
which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the treasure was
and that he should take it up..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the
life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her,
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as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El
Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand from under the coverlet and laying it
upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till a third part of the night was past..68.
Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel dcliii.Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii.
112..Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the forehead,
be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking and my
endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided me.
Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the kingship
is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such a wise,
and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the
kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined
him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the
Khalif El Maraoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear of sev'rance it be
betrayed and slain..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk
are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch
the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee
and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the
Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as
is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him." "What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king,
they tell that.Now there was before us a high mountain, (200) rising [abruptly] from the sea, and the ship fell off into an eddy, (201) which bore it
on till presently it struck upon the skirt (202) of the mountain and broke in sunder; whereupon the captain came down [from the mast], weeping,
and said, 'God's will be done! Take leave of one another and look yourselves out graves from to-day, for we have fallen into a predicament (203)
from which there is no escape, and never yet hath any been cast away here and come off alive.' So all the folk fell a-weeping and gave themselves
up for lost, despairing of deliverance; friend took leave of friend and sore was the mourning and lamentation; for that hope was cut off and they
were left without guide or pilot. (204) Then all who were in the ship landed on the skirt of the mountain and found themselves on a long island,
whose shores were strewn with [wrecks], beyond count or reckoning, [of] ships that had been cast away [there] and whose crews had perished; and
there also were dry bones and dead bodies, heaped upon one another, and goods without number and riches past count So we abode confounded,
drunken, amazed, humbling ourselves [in supplication to God] and repenting us [of having exposed ourselves to the perils of travel]; but repentance
availed not in that place..? ? ? ? ? Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..Druggist, The Singer
and the, i. 229..31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the vine-juice, let the cup 'twixt us go round, For
in its drinking is my hope and all I hold most dear..Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter.Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen
Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof, and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and
love between them and the longer their companionship was prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each
other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this
wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be
the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever, who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of
their story, and so peace [be on you!].24. The Ten Viziers; or the History of King Azad- bekht and his Son ccccxxxv.The season of my presence is
never at an end, ii. 246..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer,
To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another
game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which
was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to
the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who
was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais,
whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he
answered, "I come from Yemen.".Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass, The, ii. 41..IBN ES SEMMAK AND ER RESHID. (161).Daughter
of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand
and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days
thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou
Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to
rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked
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at the two kings, who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By
Allah, mine eye brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is
Meimoun the Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom
thou seest here are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and
for the comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at
them. How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh
laughed at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What
is this laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he
laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? This is my saying;
apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.124. The Saint to whom
God gave a Cloud to serve him and the Devout King cccclxxiii.After this, the authorities compounded with the highwayman for his submission,
and when he came before them, they enriched him and he became in such favour with the Sultan's deputy that he used to eat and drink with him
and there befell familiar converse between them. On this wise they abode a great while, till, one day, the Sultan's deputy made a banquet, and
therein, for a wonder, was a roasted francolin, which when the robber saw, he laughed aloud. The deputy was angered against him and said to him,
"What is the meaning of thy laughter? Seest thou default [in the entertainment] or dost thou mock at us, of thy lack of breeding?" "Not so, by Allah,
O my lord," answered the highwayman. "But I saw yonder francolin and bethought myself thereanent of an extraordinary thing; and it was on this
wise. In the days of my youth, I used to stop the way, and one day I fell in with a man, who had with him a pair of saddle-bags and money therein.
So I said to him, 'Leave these bags, for I mean to kill thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the fourth part of [that which is in] them and leave [me] the rest.' And I
said, 'Needs must I take the whole and slay thee, to boot.' Then said he, 'Take the saddle-bags and let me go my way.' But I answered, 'Needs must I
slay thee.' As we were in this contention, he and I, behold, he saw a francolin and turning to it, said, 'Bear witness against him, O francolin, that he
slayeth me unjustly and letteth me not go to my children, for all he hath gotten my money.' However, I took no pity on him neither hearkened to
that which he said, but slew him and concerned not myself with the francolin's testimony.".As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he
sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his
house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and
spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz
betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had
brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I
would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising
forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a
month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..When the old woman saw this, she cried out to the cook from within the house, and he
said to her, 'Go before me.' So she forewent him and he ran after her till he [overtook the party and] catching hold of Selim, said [to the latter's
wife,] 'What aileth thee to take my servant?' Whereupon she cried out at him, saying, 'Know that this is my husband, whom I had lost.' And Selim
also cried out, saying, 'Mercy! Mercy! I appeal to God and to the Sultan against this Satan!' Therewith the folk gathered together to them forthright
and loud rose the clamours and the cries between them; but the most part of them said, 'Refer their affair to the Sultan.' So they referred the case to
the Sultan, who was none other than Selim's sister Selma..The dealer stood at her head and one of the merchants said, "I bid a thousand dinars for
her." Quoth another, "I bid eleven hundred dinars;" [and a third, "I bid twelve hundred"]. Then said a fourth merchant, "Be she mine for fourteen
hundred dinars." And the biddings stood still at that sum. Quoth her owner, "I will not sell her save with her consent. If she desire to be sold, I will
sell her to whom she willeth." And the slave-dealer said to him, "What is her name?" "Her name is Sitt el Milah," (11) answered the other;
whereupon the dealer said to her, "By thy leave, I will sell thee to yonder merchant for this price of fourteen hundred dinars." Quoth she, "Come
hither to me." So he came up to her and when he drew near, she gave him a kick with her foot and cast him to the ground, saying, "I will not have
that old man." The slave-dealer arose, shaking the dust from his clothes and head, and said, "Who biddeth more? Who is desirous [of buying?]"
Quoth one of the merchants, "I," and the dealer said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, shall I sell thee to this merchant?" "Come hither to me," answered she;
but he said "Nay; speak and I will hearken to thee from my place, for I will not trust myself to thee," And she said, "I will not have him.".When the
appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and
El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they
ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and
discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed
with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of [various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me
aforetime. Know that.The Twenty-fifth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or
despite..? ? ? ? ? k. The Eleventh Officer's Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Thou madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had
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wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..? ? ? ? ? The camel-leader singing came with the belov'd; our wish Accomplished was and we
were quit of all the railers' prate..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who
presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought,
full fair of shape and hue, Whose collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn
of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he
and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not
go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing;
whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the
men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door
of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar
with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched
and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..Then said she to him, "O my son, was there any
one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I acquainted him with my case and told him
my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she,
"rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of
the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the city, making proclamation before them and saying,
'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them
from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me." Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old
woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the
Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to
salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou art a liar, who would make me out a
dotard.".When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave
to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?"
Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God
bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad
said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It
is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the
castles or a piece of a mountain..23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.On the morrow, the Commander of the Faithful sat [in
his hall of audience] and his Vizier Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide came in to him; whereupon he called to him, saying, "I would have thee bring
me a youth who is lately come to Baghdad, hight [Sidi Noureddin Ali] the Damascene." Quoth Jaafer, "Hearkening and obedience," and going
forth in quest of the youth, sent to the markets and khans and caravanserais three days' space, but found no trace of him, neither lit upon tidings of
him. So on the fourth day he presented himself before the Khalif and said to him, "O our lord, I have sought him these three days, but have not
found him." Quoth Er Reshid, "Make ready letters to Damascus. Belike he hath returned to his own land." So Jaafer wrote a letter and despatched it
by a dromedary-courier to the city of Damascus; and they sought him there and found him not..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself
[in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream, whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake,
they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a
dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I
recited, saying:.Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace
and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went
not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he sat up and bethought himself of that which had
betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the marks of the beating, wherewithal the
superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how
my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".There was once in the land of Hind a king of illustrious station, endowed with understanding and
good sense, and his name was Shah Bekht. He had a vizier, a man of worth and intelligence, prudent in counsel, conformable to him in his
governance and just in his judgment; wherefore his enviers were many and many were the hypocrites, who sought in him faults and set snares for
him, so that they insinuated into King Shah Bekht's eye hatred and rancour against him and sowed despite against him in his heart; and plot
followed after plot, till [at last] the king was brought to arrest him and lay him in prison and confiscate his good and avoid his estate. (77).? ? ? ? ?
n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in
the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other
whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified
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that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and
that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more
extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".After three days,
the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid
hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice
thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month;
and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till
to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go
with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a
company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands
on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in.
They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they
were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of
them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading
to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted
him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat
on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting
herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway
devised a shift for her deliverance.'.119. The Shipwrecked Woman and her Child cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you;
my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he
saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou
consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection
and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou
biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook himself to a company of people in
the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed his saying and took act of his
accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when
they left her..Then she took leave of the princess and veiling her face, disguised herself; (30) after which she mounted the mule and sallying forth,
went round about seeking her lord in the thoroughfares of Baghdad three days' space, but lit on no tidings of him; and on the fourth day, she rode
forth without the city. Now it was the noontide hour and great was the heat, and she was aweary and thirst waxed upon her. Presently, she came to
the mosque, wherein the young Damascene had taken shelter, and lighting down at the door, said to the old man, [the Muezzin], "O elder, hast thou
a draught of cold water? Indeed, I am overcome with heat and thirst." Quoth he, "[Come up] with me into my house." So he carried her up into his
lodging and spreading her [a carpet and cushions], seated her [thereon]; after which he brought her cold water and she drank and said to the eunuch,
"Go thy ways with the mule and on the morrow come back to me here." [So he went away] and she slept and rested herself..May the place of my
session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? An thou'dst vouchsafe to favour
me,'twould lighten my despair, Though but in dreams thine image 'twere that visited my bed..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto
me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? If the rose be entitled the pride of the morn, Before me nor after she wins it, I
ween..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dcix.? ? ? ? ? My patience underneath the loss of friends and folk With pallor's sorry garb hath clad me,
comrades dear..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my brother, the son of my
mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who used to borrow money
of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and money and restored to
me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein,
and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O my lord and my brother,
now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with
the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they assured themselves of me
by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and
carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried
it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man
of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and
from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then
said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to
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the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou
the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle
grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and
saved himself and fled in the darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by
the way, who took all that was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left
them without victual or camels or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on
the shore of the sea. Now the road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came
to that place, the king took up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son.
Him also he set by his brother and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his
children], but found them not. Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making
themselves a hut of reeds. So he put down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he
went round about right and left, but found not the place where they were..?OF CLEMENCY..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And
flout the time that languishing doth go..Meanwhile, the youth her master abode expecting her; but she returned not and his heart forbode him of the
draught [of separation]; so he went forth at hazard, distraught and knowing not what he should do, and fell to strewing dust upon his head and
crying out, 'The old woman hath taken her and gone away!' The boys followed him with stones and pelted him, saying, 'A madman! A madman!'
Presently, the king's chamberlain, who was a man of age and worth, met him, and when he saw his youth, he forbade the boys and drove there
away from him, after which he accosted him and questioned him of his case. So he told him how it was with him and the chamberlain said to him,
'Fear not: all shall yet be well with thee. I will deliver thy slave-girl for thee: so calm thy trouble.' And he went on to speak him fair and comfort
him, till he put faith in his speech..King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii
253..Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of
his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to
her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him,
'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give
thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.When his sister
Selma heard what he said, she could no longer contain herself, but cast herself upon him and discovered to him her case. When he knew her, he
threw himself upon her [and lay without life] awhile; after which he came to himself and said, 'Praised be God, the Bountiful, the Beneficent!' Then
they complained to each other of that which they had suffered for the anguish of separation, whilst Selim's wife abode wondered at this and Selma's
patience and constancy pleased her. So she saluted her and thanked her for her fashion, saying, 'By Allah, O my lady, all that we are in of gladness
is of thy blessing alone; so praised be God who hath vouchsafed us thy sight!' Then they abode all three in joy and happiness and delight three
days, sequestered from the folk; and it was bruited abroad in the city that the king had found his brother, who was lost years agone..Man of
Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that
they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and
that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband
with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a
device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire
concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him
and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and
he knew not what he should do..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and was confounded at this that he beheld and
witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that hath betided thee,] as if I had been present'
She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and last, from the time when she first saw the
Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and she told him of the horse she had ridden,
till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was therein of furniture, and related to him
how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen
Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban, and that which each one of them had bestowed
upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his loathly favour, which he had not consented to
change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba,
and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him
the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to
her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of the Commander of the Faithful and that which
had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels
arming-asia-technonationalism-and-its-impact-on-local-defense-industries.pdf
Page 7/12

Arming Asia Technonationalism And Its Impact On Local Defense Industries

and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that
she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours among the Jinn..I seated myself amiddleward the
saloon, misdoubting, and as I sat, there came down on me from the estrade seven naked men, without other clothing than leather girdles about their
waists. One of them came up to me and took my turban, whilst another took my handkerchief, that was in my sleeve, with my money, and a third
stripped me of my clothes; after which a fourth came and bound my hands behind me with his girdle. Then they all took me up, pinioned as I was,
and casting me down, fell a-dragging me towards a sink-hole that was there and were about to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a violent
knocking at the door. When they heard this, they were afraid and their minds were diverted from me by fear; so the woman went out and presently
returning, said to them, 'Fear not; no harm shall betide you this day. It is only your comrade who hath brought you your noon-meal.' With this the
new-comer entered, bringing with him a roasted lamb; and when he came in to them, he said to them, 'What is to do with you, that ye have tucked
up [your sleeves and trousers]?' Quoth they, '[This is] a piece of game we have caught.'.Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii
207..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two sons.
They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted and
his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour to
kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that
transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil,
needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him
and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman,
that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of
patience.'.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and
safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God
(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her
mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her
dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed
in her heart..When the king heard their speech, he bade the crier make proclamation in the thoroughfares of the city that the troops should prepare
[for the march] and that the horsemen should mount and the footmen come forth; nor was it but the twinkling of the eye ere the drums beat and the
trumpets sounded; and scarce was the forenoon of the day passed when the city was blocked with horse and foot. So the king passed them in review
and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand in number, horsemen and footmen. He bade them go forth to the enemy and gave the
commandment over them to Said ibn el Wakidi, a doughty cavalier and a valiant man of war. So the horsemen set out and fared on along the bank
of the Tigris..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he
ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and
delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless
and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God
made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in
whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on
that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.? ?
? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..When the king heard this,
his anger subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".Then she sent to acquaint her father with
this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked
upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and
the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his
speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to
the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I
slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who
sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and
whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou
hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to
king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine ambassador.'.28. Hatim Tai; his
Generosity after Death dxxxi.? ? ? ? ? Our stead, that late was desert, grew green and eke our trees, That barren were, grew loaded with ripened
fruits galore..Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to
the gleemen thou become a name of wonderment..When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in himself, "How like is this story to my present case
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with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come again at eventide..20. Haroun er Reshid and the three
Poets ccccxxxii.6. Story of the Hunchback cii.Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii. 114..68. Haroun er Reshid and the three Poets
ccclxxxvi.There was once in a city of Khorassan a family of affluence and distinction, and the townsfolk used to envy them for that which God had
vouchsafed them. As time went on, their fortune ceased from them and they passed away, till there remained of them but one old woman. When
she grew feeble and decrepit, the townsfolk succoured her not with aught, but put her forth of the city, saying, 'This old woman shall not harbour
with us, for that we do her kindness and she requiteth us with evil.' So she took shelter in a ruined place and strangers used to bestow alms upon
her, and on this wise she abode a while of time..? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how
solaceful was life in them whilere!.Presently a villager passed by [the pit and finding] her [alive,] carried her to his house and tended her, [till she
recovered]. Now, he had a son, and when the young man saw her, he loved her and besought her of herself; but she refused and consented not to
him, whereupon he redoubled in love and longing and despite prompted him to suborn a youth of the people of his village and agree with him that
he should come by night and take somewhat from his father's house and that, when he was discovered, he should say that she was of accord with
him in this and avouch that she was his mistress and had been stoned on his account in the city. So he did this and coming by night to the villager's
house, stole therefrom goods and clothes; whereupon the old man awoke and seizing the thief, bound him fast and beat him, to make him confess.
So he confessed against the woman that she had prompted him to this and that he was her lover from the city. The news was bruited abroad and the
people of the city assembled to put her to death; but the old man, with whom she was, forbade them and said, 'I brought this woman hither,
coveting the recompense [of God,] and I know not [the truth of] that which is said of her and will not suffer any to hurt her.' Then he gave her a
thousand dirhems, by way of alms, and put her forth of the village. As for the thief, he was imprisoned for some days; after which the folk
interceded for him with the old man, saying, 'This is a youth and indeed he erred;' and he released him..? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot
bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..After a few days, his brother returned and finding him healed of
his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor, and what is the cause of the return of health to
thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was grievous to him; but they concealed their affair
and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they deemed that there had befallen none the like of this
which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in
seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued
forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the
Afrit..The Fourth Night of the Month..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..So the prefect carried him up to the
Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and
will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of
honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that which had
passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and went up with
them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him. Then, when
he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for himself].'
The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are those whom
God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said.
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