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Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the
king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned [from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with
blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night, she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth
night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the
king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration.
Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the king had turned from his custom and from that which he had
imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein,
after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and
this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".? ? ? ? ? Upon yon be the peace of God! May all prosperity, For what's
decreed of years and lives, upon you ever wait!.? ? ? ? ? a. The Mouse and the Flea cli.Now it was the enemy's wont, at every year's end, to bring
forth their prisoners and cast them down from the top of the citadel to the bottom. So they brought them forth, at the end of the year, and cast them
down, and Melik Shah with them. However, he fell upon the [other] men and the earth touched him not, for his term was [God-]guarded. Now
those that were cast down there were slain and their bodies ceased not to lie there till the wild beasts ate them and the winds dispersed them. Melik
Shah abode cast down in his place, aswoon, all that day and night, and when he recovered and found himself whole, he thanked God the Most High
for his safety [and rising, fared on at a venture]. He gave not over walking, unknowing whither he went and feeding upon the leaves of the trees;
and by day he hid himself whereas he might and fared on all his night at hazard; and thus he did some days, till he came to an inhabited land and
seeing folk there, accosted them and acquainted them with his case, giving them to know that he had been imprisoned in the fortress and that they
had cast him down, but God the Most High had delivered him and brought him off alive..So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily,
this youth hath merited grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever
become sweet; but, as for the woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the
queen, which when Azadbekht heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let
bring the headsman, and the folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..116. Iskender
Dhoulkernein and a certain Tribe of Poor Folk cccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou
art esteemed of me..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..? ? ? ? ?
Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call rang out across the air,.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he
prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations,
(21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no
dream, for all these things happen not in a dream." And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he
pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end (23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of
silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him
and the little white slaves behind him, and they ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the
throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac
(26) the boon-companions and beheld swords drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and
Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of
war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..When came the night, the
king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and obedience," replied Er
Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.Noureddin fell to kissing his hand and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in
this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me
thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High
requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed; "no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place
of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to
the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over
walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..There was once a man of the
drapers, who had a fair wife, and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his
heart was occupied with her. So he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was
weary of endeavour and his patience was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he
complained of this to an old woman of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and
promised her all manner of good; and she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the
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goodliest of stuffs.".When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days,
finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made
signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was.
There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him
and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him
the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.? ? ? ? ? Now that the clouds have broken their promise to
our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).Merouzi (El) and Er Razi, ii. 28..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers
dclxxii.When the morning morrowed and the folk came forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and
seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This
fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him; [so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the
prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the
requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted
down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? How many a king
for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still craving union with me and suing for my sight!.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and
seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels
and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise,
thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put
out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to
visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come
forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her
contrivance.'.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.? ? ? ? ? g. King Bihkerd cccclxiv.41. Ali Shar and Zumurrud
cccvii.Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the
ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then
she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas
might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold
and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other
instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and
tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.Man and his Fair
Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.? ?
? ? ? Thou whose desire possesseth my soul, the love of whom Hold on my reins hath gotten and will not let me free,.God, Of the Speedy Relief of,
i. 174..Accordingly El Merouzi repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast
down in the vestibule, with his beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he
deemed him in truth dead and shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi,
'What is this, O fool?' And El Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave
jesting.' So he took him up and went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his
lodging and waited till the morrow..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that
was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and
sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that
He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest
thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I
slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for
that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? And
on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..When the king heard his vizier's story, he
was assured that he would not slay him and said, "I will have patience with him, so I may get of him the story of the rich man and his wasteful
heir." And he bade him depart to his own house..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.?THE FOURTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ?
Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..[On this wise he abode a pretty while] and
the days ceased not and the nights to transport him from country to country, till he came to the land of the Greeks and lighted down in a city of the
cities thereof, wherein was Galen the Sage; but the weaver knew him not, nor was he ware who he was. So he went forth, according to his wont, in
quest of a place where the folk might assemble together, and hired Galen's courtyard. (20) There he spread his carpet and setting out thereon his
drugs and instruments of medicine, praised himself and his skill and vaunted himself of understanding such as none but he might claim..? ? ? ? ?
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Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..So the highwayman took the
saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter
incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth,
beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his
eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for
indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou
witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote
him and cut off his head..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi ccccxviii.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.When
the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother,
questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked
men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him
all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not
how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..? ? ? ?
? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and things become straight, after crookedness..46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the
Master of Police cccxli.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her
two sons, (for she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her
husband came thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh
from the country where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into
the ship], fell to playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii. 95..Then the
Khalif went forth and bade decorate the city: [so they decorated it] and the drums of glad tidings were beaten. Moreover they made banquets to the
people and the tables were spread seven days. And Tuhfeh and the Commander of the Faithful ceased not to be in the most delightsome of life and
the most prosperous thereof till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and thu is all that hath come down to
as of their story.".King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..58. The Lovers of the Benou Udhreh (232) dcxlvi.On this wise we
abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account.
When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my
mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her,
six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee
look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for
that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware,
O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on
her account]..Certain husbandmen once made complaint to David (on whom be peace!) against certain owners of sheep, whose flocks had fallen
upon their crops by night and devoured them, and he bade value the crops [and that the shepherds should make good the amount]. But Solomon (on
whom be peace!) rose and said, "Nay, but let the sheep be delivered to the husbandmen, so they may take their milk and wool, till they have repaid
themselves the value of their crops; then let the sheep return to their owners." So David withdrew his own ordinance and caused execute that of
Solomon; yet was David no oppressor; but Solomon's judgment was more pertinent and he showed himself therein better versed in jurisprudence.'
(245).? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story (236) iv.? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Officer's Story dccccxxx.Two Kings
and the Vizier's Daughters, The, iii. 145.Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the
cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the
cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and
seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with
the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of
this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..Then the Khalif went
in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful
changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath
taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she
come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the
Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came,
whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute
and tuning it, sang the following verses:.131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? nb. Story of the Old Sharper dccccxl.? ? ? ? ?
Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the Ass,
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The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.137. Otbeh and Reyya
dclxxx.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, how many a cup of sorrow have I drained, Watching the stars of night go by, for sleepless languishment!.What
strength have I solicitude and long desire to bear, iii. 20..?OF ENVY AND MALICE..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and
Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's Son and the Afrit's Mistress
dcii.Therewithal the king bade all his officers go round about in the thoroughfares and colleges [of the town] and bring before him all strangers
whom they found there. So they went forth and brought him much people, amongst whom was the man who had painted the portrait. When they
came into the presence, the Sultan bade the crier make proclamation that whoso wrought the portrait should discover himself and have whatsoever
he desired. So the poor man came forward and kissing the earth before the king, said to him, "O king of the age, I am he who painted yonder
portrait." Quoth El Aziz, "And knowest thou who she is?" "Yes," answered the other; "this is the portrait of Mariyeh, daughter of the king of
Baghdad." The king ordered him a dress of honour and a slave-girl [and he went his way]. Then said El Abbas, "O father mine, give me leave to go
to her, so I may look upon her; else shall I depart the world, without fail." The king his father wept and answered, saying, "O my son, I builded thee
a bath, that it might divert thee from leaving me, and behold it hath been the cause of thy going forth; but the commandment of God is a
foreordained (61) decree." (62).? ? ? ? ? The best of all religions your love is, for in you Are love and life made easeful, untroubled and sincere..? ?
? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..So he did this, and when it
was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give way with him. Then he sent to him and
summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So he entered in thereat, alone, and when
he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's brother fell to pelting him with
stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The prince, seeing him make no
motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the sea in the middle of the night.
When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he cried out to the sailors and they
took him up..? ? ? ? ? Whenas its jar was opened, the singers prostrate fell In worship of its brightness, it shone so wonder-clear..When the tither
heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou
cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.'
So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he
answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.'
But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger
here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus
wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.? ? ? ? ? As at the
casement high she sat, her charms I might espy, For from her cheeks the envious veil that hid them she had ta'en..32. The Khalif Hisham and the
Arab Youth dxxxiv.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and
touching it, sang the following verses:.Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Sherik ben Amrou, what
device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..So we abode there, daily expecting death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five
days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of
victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all
died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will
bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my
repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were
a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the
river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain, and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some
place.'.King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth, The, ii. 66..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..Then she told him the story of Anca,
daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid,
'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I
desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she
acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It
is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told him and at that which she had
brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and
mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..On this wise they did
with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present
and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced
himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two
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kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches
of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and
kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of
the king and his brother..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of
estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty
and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the
farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi,
who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon
and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and
had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a
ravishment to mankind..69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and
said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!' So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch
on guard at the door at the Commander of the Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and
rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the
Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's
servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee! Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief
eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the
Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly, iii. 31..One
day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars,
and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech.
When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and
promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering
my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her
and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up
into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story
and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the
company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.Then the king took counsel with himself to build
his son a bath and adorn it with various paintings, so he might show it to him and divert him with the sight thereof, to the intent that his body might
be solaced thereby and that the obsession of travel might cease from him and he be turned from [his purpose of] removal from his parents. So he
addressed himself to the building of the bath and assembling architects and builders and artisans from all the towns and citadels and islands [of his
dominions], assigned them a site and marked out its boundaries. Then the workmen occupied themselves with the making of the bath and the
setting out and adornment of its cabinets and roofs. They used paints and precious stones of all kinds, according to the variousness of their hues,
red and green and blue and yellow and what not else of all manner colours; and each artisan wrought at his handicraft and each painter at his art,
whilst the rest of the folk busied themselves with transporting thither varicoloured stones..When it was the eleventh day, the viziers betook them
early in the morning to the king's gate and said to him, "O king, the folk are assembled from the king's gate to the gibbet, so they may see [the
execution of] the king's commandment on the youth." So the king bade fetch the prisoner and they brought him; whereupon the viziers turned to
him and said to him, "O vile of origin, doth any hope of life remain with thee and lookest thou still for deliverance after this day?" "O wicked
viziers," answered he, "shall a man of understanding renounce hope in God the Most High? Indeed, howsoever a man be oppressed, there cometh
to him deliverance from the midst of stress and life from the midst of death, [as is shown by the case of] the prisoner and how God delivered him."
"What is his story?" asked the king; and the youth answered, saying, "O king, they tell that.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.Cashghar,
Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..So she made ready and setting out, traversed the deserts and spent treasures till she came to
Sejestan, where she called a goldsmith to make her somewhat of trinkets. [Now the goldsmith in question was none other than the prince's friend];
so, when he saw her, he knew her (for that the prince had talked with him of her and had depictured her to him) and questioned her of her case. She
acquainted him with her errand, whereupon he buffeted his face and rent his clothes and strewed dust on his head and fell a-weeping. Quoth she,
'Why dost thou thus?' And he acquainted her with the prince's case and how he was his comrade and told her that he was dead; whereat she grieved
for him and faring on to his father and mother, [acquainted them with the case]..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? How many an one, with loss of wealth, hath
turned mine enemy!.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.Reshid (Er) and the Barmecides, i. 189..Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'By Allah, O Sheikh, my
sister Tuhfeh is indeed unique among the folk of her time, and I hear that she singeth upon all sweet- scented flowers.' 'Yes, O my lady,' answered
Iblis, 'and I am in the utterest of wonderment thereat. But there remaineth somewhat of sweet-scented flowers, that she hath not besung, such as the
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myrtle and the tuberose and the jessamine and the moss-rose and the like.' Then he signed to her to sing upon the rest of the flowers, that Queen Es
Shuhba might hear, and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and played thereon in many modes, then returned to the first
mode and sang the following verses:.25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me Once
more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared
lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and
going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged,
saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I
deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but
for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those
who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..When the king heard this, he said, "Restore him to the prison
till the morrow, so we may look into his affair; for that deliberation in affairs is advisable and the slaughter of this [youth] shall not escape
[us].".Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out concerning who should be
king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason of this. At last, after long
dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he consented should be king
and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought out the elephant and came
forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they adorned the elephant and
setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the folk, but stopped not with
any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he prostrated himself to him
and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..? ? ? ? ? Yea, horses hath he brought, full fair of shape and hue, Whose
collars, anklet-like, ring to the bridle-rein..I abode in my house, ill, a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop
[and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a
Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had
sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a
great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to
look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman
followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's
space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I
have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?' 'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware
lest thou cross me;' and went away..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and required of him the [promised] story; so he said,
"It is well. Know, O king, that.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of
edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my steel-barbed spear..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..There was once, in a city of
Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was
the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the
king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253)
who were content with him.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and
delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind
and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the
lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we
[set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..Tither, The Unjust King and the,
i. 273..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145.
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