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When she had made an end of her song, the Commander of the Faithful said to her, "O damsel, thou art in love." "Yes," answered she. And he said,
"With whom?" Quoth she, "With my lord and my master, my love for whom is as the love of the earth for rain, or as the love of the female for the
male; and indeed the love of him is mingled with my flesh and my blood and hath entered into the channels of my bones. O Commander of the
Faithful, whenas I call him to mind, mine entrails are consumed, for that I have not accomplished my desire of him, and but that I fear to die,
without seeing him, I would assuredly kill myself." And he said, "Art thou in my presence and bespeakest me with the like of these words? I will
assuredly make thee forget thy lord.".So she arose and making the ablution, prayed that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the
four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting. She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold,
King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his
hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said, 'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness
and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said, 'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she
answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.' Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and
sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not, and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were
removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and
sweet-scented flowers..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the
intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them
this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife
than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His
perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..21. Kemerezzeman and Budour
clxx.When the evening came, the king bade fetch the vizier; so he presented himself before him and the king bade him tell the [promised] story. So
he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king (but God alone knoweth His secret purpose and is versed in all that is past and was foredone
among bygone peoples), that.? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye.."O king,"
answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me
and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent
and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman
found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.70. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman
dclvi.? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my heart that rend and tear!.128. The Ferryman of the
Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.There was once, in the land of Fars, (15) a man who took to wife a woman higher than himself in rank and nobler of
lineage, but she had no guardian to preserve her from want. It misliked her to marry one who was beneath her; nevertheless, she married him,
because of need, and took of him a bond in writing to the effect that he would still be under her commandment and forbiddance and would nowise
gainsay her in word or deed. Now the man was a weaver and he bound himself in writing to pay his wife ten thousand dirhems, [in case he should
make default in the condition aforesaid]..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? i The Ninth Officer's
Story dccccxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? For death in your absence to us was decreed; But, when ye came back, we were quickened anew..The Khalif laughed
and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth
and said, "None lacketh wit but he who believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this
and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of
the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And
he answered, saying, "Send one who shall see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to
her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the
Barber's Fourth Brother clii.30. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed,
who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it, sang the following verses:.Then he called his servant Aamir
and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir brought him the horses and they were
resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is grievous to me, O solace of the eye!"
Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit
Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and these twenty years have I not seen him nor
he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the
Most High.".Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec.
Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and
drinking off the cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen
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Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,'
and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou Temam cccclxvi.? ? ? ? ? O skinker of the wine of woe, turn from a love-sick
maid, Who drinks her tears still, night and morn, thy bitter-flavoured bowl..Fuller and his Wife, The, i. 261..? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's
Story cix."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the
unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.When the evening evened, the king sent
after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and rejoiced in
them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had been
practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that God
the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his brother
and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I
stand up to prayer..Now this learned man had a wife renowned for beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast
about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife
and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for
chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman
inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth
Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that,
when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and
sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two
dirhems..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.? ? ? ? ? A white one, from her sheath of tresses now laid bare And now again concealed in black, luxuriant
hair; (256).[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full
of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to
him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the
concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and
discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know
of her and I will contrive the trick.".?OF ENVY AND MALICE..On the third day I said to myself, "Thou art mad or witless!" For I was going
about in quest of a woman who knew me and I knew her not, seeing that indeed she was veiled, [whenas I saw her]. Then I went round about the
third day till the hour of afternoon prayer, and sore was my concern and my chagrin, for I knew that there abode to me of my life but [till] the
morrow, when the chief of the police would seek me. When it was the time of sundown, I passed through one of the streets, and beheld a woman at
a window. Her door was ajar and she was clapping her hands and casting furtive glances at me, as who should say, "Come up by the door." So I
went up, without suspicion, and when I entered, she rose and clasped me to her breast 1 marvelled at her affair and she said to me, "I am she whom
thou depositedst with Amin el Hukm." Quoth I to her, "O my sister, I have been going round and round in quest of thee, for indeed thou hast done a
deed that will be chronicled in history and hast cast me into slaughter (100) on thine account." "Sayst thou this to me," asked she, "and thou captain
of men?" And I answered, "How should I not be troubled, seeing that I am in concern [for an affair] that I turn over and over [in my mind], more by
token that I abide my day long going about [searching for thee] and in the night I watch its stars [for wakefulness]?" Quoth she, "Nought shall
betide but good, and thou shalt get the better of him.".King Suleiman Shah and his Sons, Story of, i. 150.Then he sent for the viziers and said to
them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso
diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to
come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife
and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the
king and the people of his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the
king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him therein..? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for thereon still followeth content." So runs the
rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of
the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young
man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that
[which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me
abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to
entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that
which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her
to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.When the vizier was ware that
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she was Arwa and heard her speech, he knew that it behoved him not to lie and that nought would avail him but truth-speaking; so he bowed [his
head] to the ground and wept and said, 'Whoso doth evil, needs must he abide it, though his day be prolonged. By Allah, I am he who hath sinned
and transgressed, and nought prompted me unto this but fear and overmastering desire and the affliction written upon my forehead; (118) and
indeed this woman is pure and chaste and free from all fault.' When King Dadbin heard this, he buffeted his face and said to his vizier, 'God slay
thee! It is thou that hast parted me and my wife and wronged me!' But Kisra the king said to him, 'God shall surely slay thee, for that thou
hastenedst and lookedst not into thine affair and knewest not the guilty from the guiltless. Hadst thou wrought deliberately, the false had been made
manifest to thee from the true; so where was thy judgment and thy sight?".Then she mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the
Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but
thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid
was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he
said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there have betided him many stresses and his charms are
changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month
and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid, "True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what
hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage
and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to thee, he will expound to thee his case and will
name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God
fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dxci.Mariyeh
folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the
chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the
midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the
damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came
forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick and pitiless thy hardihood requite..? ? ? ? ? Nay, though ye read
therein discourse that sure should speak To heart and soul, no word thereunto ye replied,.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped
and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him.
Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the
measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which
fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain,
after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with
me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul
thing in that I look it without his leave.'.49. The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven years
and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth unto
kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told
month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he
loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people
prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity
and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the
lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of
lives..127. The Justice of Providence cccclxxviii.? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight
'twixt us doth circulate..? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting,
weeping-eyed..SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR..Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou lodgest] and that which is
therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most High; but absent not
yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the Commander of the Faithful
had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and appointed him agents and factors
in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied themselves with collecting that which
accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that which they had of monies and treasures
and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the Commander of the Faithful and of the
number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also rejoiced in them..King Azadbekht and his
Son, History of, i. 61..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..Man and his Fair Wife, The
Foul-favoured, ii. 61..? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? Now
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that the clouds have broken their promise to our hope, We trust the Khalif's bounty will stand to us for rain. (65).Son, Story of King Ibrahim and
his, i. 138..57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.Then they agreed upon a device between them, to wit, that
they should feign an occasion in their own country, under pretext that she had there wealth buried from the time of her husband Melik Shah and
that none knew of it but this eunuch who was with her, wherefore it behoved that he should go and fetch it. So she acquainted the king her husband
with this and sought of him leave for the eunuch to go: and the king granted him permission for the journey and charged him cast about for a
device, lest any get wind of him. Accordingly, the eunuch disguised himself as a merchant and repairing to Belehwan's city, began to enquire
concerning the youth's case; whereupon they told him that he had been prisoned in an underground dungeon and that his uncle had released him
and dispatched him to such a place, where they had slain him. When the eunuch heard this, it was grievous to him and his breast was straitened and
he knew not what he should do..One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house, I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her
a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of
water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she entered and I went up into the house and fetched
two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them and discovered her face, [that she might drink];
whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady, wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst
rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger]
and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of
whom I was going about.'.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Then El Abbas went in to Mariyeh in a happy and praiseworthy hour
(123) and found her an unpierced pearl and a goodly filly that had never been mounted; wherefore he rejoiced and was glad and made merry, and
care and sorrow ceased from him and his life was pleasant and trouble departed and he abode with her in the gladsomest of case and in the most
easeful of life, till seven days were past, when King El Aziz determined to set out and return to his kingdom and bade his son seek leave of his
father-in-law to depart with his wife to his own country. [So El Abbas bespoke King Ins of this] and he granted him the leave he sought;
whereupon he chose out a red camel, taller (124) than the [other] camels, and mounting Mariyeh in a litter thereon, loaded it with apparel and
ornaments..So each of them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for
(45) my father!' and another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And
they gave not over taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not
I alone who have entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.? ? ? ? ? The absent ones'
harbinger came us unto With tidings of those who (129) had caused us to rue..So they carried him into the city and hid him with them. Moreover,
they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them with this; whereat they
rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty] with him and fell upon
the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs prospered and God amended
his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most High. On this wise, O king,"
continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I have no helper other than
God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".Then he arose and going in to his daughter,
found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine, my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and
my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that
Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is
accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's leave are occasions accomplished. How
deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and him?" And Ins ben Cais answered,
saying, "Thine be it to decide.".116. The Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters M.When he was gone, the old man bade the trooper wash the
kitchen-vessels and made ready passing goodly food. When the king returned, he set the meat before him, and he tasted food whose like he had
never known; whereat he marvelled and asked who had dressed it. So they acquainted him with the old man's case and he summoned him to his
presence and awarded him a handsome recompense. (207) Moreover, he commanded that they should cook together, he and the cook, and the old
man obeyed his commandment..A thief of the thieves of the Arabs went [one night] to a certain man's house, to steal from a heap of wheat there,
and the people of the house surprised him. Now on the heap was a great copper measure, and the thief buried himself in the corn and covered his
head with the measure, so that the folk found him not and went away; but, as they were going, behold, there came a great crack of wind forth of the
corn. So they went up to the measure and [raising it], discovered the thief and laid hands on him. Quoth he, "I have eased you of the trouble of
seeking me: for I purposed, [in letting wind], to direct you to my [hiding-]place; wherefore do ye ease me and have compassion on me, so may God
have compassion on you!" So they let him go and harmed him not..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the
land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.Merchants, The Sharper and
the, ii. 46..When the evening evened, the king sat in his sitting- chamber and sending for his vizier, bade him relate the story of the wealthy man
who lost his wealth and his wit. So he said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill, Hadst them but
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tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..? ? ? ? ? Yea, for the perfidies of Fate and sev'rance I'm become Even as was Bishr (85) of old
time with Hind, (86) a fearful swain;.Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer
followed him and wept before him, professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him,
'When the night cometh and my master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the
singer returned and sat with the boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat
down.] (202) Now the singer knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the
candle went out. The Persian, who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is
good!' and threw himself upon him and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him
and beat him grievously, after which he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).Then he left beating him and when the thief came to
himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou
do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the
husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and
the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined
the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and
equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the
way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou
wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A
hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have
capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.'
Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than
this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy
way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.When
Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on
night and day, traversing plains and stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there.
When they arose in the morning, they removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Therewithal Queen Es
Shuhba rejoiced and all who were present rejoiced also and admired her speech and fell to kissing her; and when she had made an end of her song,
Queen Kemeriyeh said to her, 'O my sister, ere thou go to thy palace, I would fain bring thee to look upon El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour,
whom El Anca, daughter of the wind, carried off, and her beauty; for that there is not her match on the face of the earth.' And Queen Es Shuhba
said, 'O Kemeriyeh, I [also] have a mind to see her.' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'I saw her three years agone; but my sister Wekhimeh seeth her at all times,
for that she is near unto her, and she saith that there is not in the world a fairer than she. Indeed, this Queen El Anca is become a byword for
loveliness and proverbs are made upon her beauty and grace' And Wekhimeh said, 'By the mighty inscription [on the seal-ring of Solomon], there is
not her like in the world!' Then said Queen Es Shuhba, 'If it needs must be and the affair is as ye say, I will take Tuhfeh and go with her [to El
Anca], so she may see her.'.Then he sent for the old man, the Muezzin, and when the messenger came to him and told him that the Commander of
the Faithful sought him, he feared the denunciation of the damsel and accompanied him to the palace, walking and letting wind (44) as he went,
whilst all who passed him by laughed at him. When he came into the presence of the Commander of the Faithful, he fell a-trembling and his tongue
was embarrassed, [so that he could not speak]. The Khalif laughed at him and said to him, "O elder, thou hast done no offence; so [why] fearest
thou?" "O my lord," answered the old man (and indeed he was in the sorest of that which may be of fear,) "by the virtue of thy pure forefathers,
indeed I have done nought, and do thou enquire of my conduct." The Khalif laughed at him and ordering him a thousand dinars, bestowed on him a
sumptuous dress of honour and made him chief of the Muezzins in his mosque..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..Khorassan,
his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and
the eye incontinent 'tis dight..Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels
foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the
five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice
therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and
collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music
before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of
her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the following verses:.When the Khalif heard this, her speech
pleased him and he strained her to his bosom. Then he went forth from her and locked the door upon her, as before; whereupon she took the book
and sat looking in it awhile. Presently, she laid it down and taking the lute, tightened its strings. Then she smote thereon, after a wondrous fashion,
such as would have moved inanimate things [to delight], and fell to singing marvellous melodies and chanting the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? m.
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The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin
waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him
a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his
governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father
hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to
thy father.'.They tell that El Hejjaj (70) once commanded the Master of Police [of Bassora] to go round about [the city] by night, and whomsoever
he found [abroad] after nightfall, that he should strike off his head. So he went round one night of the nights and came upon three youths staggering
from side to side, and on them signs of [intoxication with] wine. So the officers laid hold of them and the captain of the watch said to them, "Who
are ye that ye transgress the commandment of the [lieutenant of the] Commander of the Faithful and come abroad at this hour?" Quoth one of the
youths, "I am the son of him to whom [all] necks (71) abase themselves, alike the nose-pierced (72) of them and the [bone-]breaker; (73) they come
to him in their own despite, abject and submissive, and he taketh of their wealth (74) and of their blood.".? ? ? ? ? Abasement, misery and
heart-break after those I suffer who endured before me many a year..His hospitality pleased the Khalif and the goodliness of his fashion, and he
said to him, "O youth, who art thou? Make me acquainted with thyself, so I may requite thee thy kindness." But Aboulhusn smiled and said, "O my
lord, far be it that what is past should recur and that I be in company with thee at other than this time!" "Why so?" asked the Khalif. "And why wilt
thou not acquaint me with thy case?" And Aboulhusn said, "Know, O my lord, that my story is extraordinary and that there is a cause for this
affair." Quoth the Khalif, "And what is the cause?" And he answered, "The cause hath a tail." The Khalif laughed at his words and Aboulhusn said,
"I will explain to thee this [saying] by the story of the lackpenny and the cook. Know, O my lord, that.It befell, after this, that a man was slain in
Abou Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to
him, 'All the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to
her, 'O woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his
deed, for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of
his; so he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from
the village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of
thy slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..A sun
of beauty she appears to all who look on her, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i.
90..Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and
when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know
that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What
is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?' And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of
the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her
jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst
assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear
that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say, 'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under
suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid] and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say,
'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..Second Officer's Story, The, ii. 134..When the king heard
these words, he abode in perplexity and said, "Restore him to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair, for the day draweth to an
end and I mean to put him to death on exemplary wise, and [to-morrow] we will do with him that which he meriteth.".? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of
the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.? ? ? ? ? And scatter musk on him and ambergris, so long As time endures; for this is all my wish and care..? ? ? ? ?
My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police
cccxli.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's Story liii.34. The City of Irem dxxxviii.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Man whose Caution was the
Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof
Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the
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