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DEL AMOR A LA OBSESION
?Story of Prince Bihzad..Presently, the king [of the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him
thither and appoint in his stead one who should dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell
a-considering of whom he should appoint and was bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing
him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's
wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So
the cook departed with the king, after he had brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..Then the Khalif went in to the
Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I see the Commander of the Faithful changed of
colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole
heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to
my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part." (21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the
Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady
Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a shred..Sharpers
who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..Selma, Selim and, ii. 81..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say
nought but the truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yet, I conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom
estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth and the fifth, and she
became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses
kindness entail..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before
them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have,
therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show
the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ from one another, together with the manner in which the
various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the
Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the number of the Night on which it is begun..30. Maan ben
Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone
[to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken
and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the
thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away..92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi
dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? Fast flowed my tears; despair gat hold upon my soul And needs mine eyelids must the sweet of sleep forbear..Second Officer's
Story, The, ii. 134..When he saw those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof.
Then we returned to his house and he entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great
gain, may God requite thee with all good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much
people on account of these bones; but God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou
hast given us to know; wherefore thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the
fire! I desire of thee that thou give me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the
merchants come hither to us and take of us these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee
with them and give thee somewhat to bring thee to thine own country.'.Trust in God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? j. The Tenth Officer's Story
dccccxxxviii.Presently, she heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the
bigness of an elephant's head and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon
the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her
and said to her, 'Peace be upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for
all the lapsing of the days, and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not
seen among the Jinn!' Quoth the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to
their presence, but we may not present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present
myself before thee and I desire of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the
plight of thy lord after thee and return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to
the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,' rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her,
'Be of good heart and cheerful eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee
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an hundred songs, so thou wilt bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou
favour me and sing me a song, so I may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst
(220) may be quenched.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.ALPHABETICAL TABLE OF THE FIRST LINES OF THE
VERSE IN THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC.".Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls
and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the
king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of
Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.? ? ? ? ? If in night's blackness thou hast plunged into the desert's heart And hast denied thine eyes the taste of
sleep and its delight,.40. The Khalif El Mamoun and the Strange Doctor cccvi.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.? ? ? ?
? And deemedst me a waif, a homeless good-for-nought, A slave-begotten brat, a wanton, witless wight..So he abode in this employ, till he had
sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied
altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take
of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure
of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take
[of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though
thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I
have done a foul thing in that I look it without his leave.'.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to my thought, But still with brimming
tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered,
saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king
purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at
them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's
assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now
there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode
none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me
gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.When Selim found himself in that sorry
plight and considered that wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now
returned to shackles and prison and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.The zephyr's sweetness on the
coppice blew, ii. 235..128. The Ferryman of the Nile and the Hermit cccclxxix.WP="BR1">.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in
that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for
chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew
what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had
considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story,
O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell
between them.".Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for my expenses. So
I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we sailed days and
nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city, where I carried
the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me, 'Welcome to thee, O
Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee once more.' Then he took
my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy; after which he fell to
conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said, 'O my lord, I bring
thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he read the latter and
accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..Then she gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and
bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him,
whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the
queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his
breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..THE
KHALIF OMAR BEN ABDULAZIZ AND THE POETS. (41).The following story occupies the last five Nights (cxcv-cc) of the unfinished
Calcutta Edition of 1814-18. The only other text of it known to me is that published by Monsieur Langles (Paris, 1814), as an appendix to his
Edition of the Voyages of Sindbad, and of this I have freely availed myself in making the present translation, comparing and collating with it the
Calcutta (1814-18) Text and filling up and correcting omissions and errors that occur in the latter. In the Calcutta (1814-18) Text this story (Vol. II.
pp. 367-378) is immediately succeeded by the Seven Voyages of Sindbad (Vol. II. pp. 378-458), which conclude the work..When Er Reshid drew
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near the door of the chamber, he heard the sound of the lute and Tuhfeh's voice singing; whereat he could not restrain his reason and was like to
swoon away for excess of joy. Then he pulled out the key, but could not bring his hand to open the door. However, after awhile, he took heart and
applying himself, opened the door and entered, saying, 'Methinks this is none other than a dream or an illusion of sleep.' When Tuhfeh saw him,
she rose and coming to meet him, strained him to her bosom; and he cried out with a cry, wherein his soul was like to depart, and fell down in a
swoon. She strained him to her bosom and sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, and washed his face, till he came to himself, as he
were a drunken man, for the excess of his joy in Tuhfeh's return to him, after he had despaired of her..46. The Loves of Budour and Jubeir ben
Umeir dlxxxvii.146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a
greeting debonair,.So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled
the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen,
am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not
of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth
this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the
Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O unluckiest of madmen!".They have shut out thy person from my
sight, iii. 43..76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, by Him who
letteth waste my frame, have ruth on me And quench my yearning and the fires by passion in me fed..? ? ? ? ? How many a friend, for money's
sake, hath companied with me!.Mariyeh folded the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it
to his door, would have entered; but the chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went
in to him, she found him sitting in the midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took
it and read it. Then he bade one of the damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the
subject of separation. So she came forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode
and sang the following verses:.142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.84. The Devout Woman and the two Wicked Elders cccxciv.?
? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my head upon my bowl..? ? ? ? ? a.
The First Calender's Story xi.Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..The Twenty-Eighth and Last Night of the Month.Indeed, many of the notables of the people
have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and
women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the
allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose
rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed
thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what
while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I
thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room
in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for
thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais,
"Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's
presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..? ? ? ? ? Now God forbid thou shouldst attain thy
wishes! What care I If thou have looked on me a look that caused thee languishment?.Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the
king with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have
experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he
said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident
thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What
token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young
horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who
followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt
find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.When it was the fifth day, the fifth Vizier, whose name was Jehrbaur, came in to the king and
prostrating himself before him, said, "O king, it behoveth thee, if thou see or hear that one look on thy house, (111) that thou put out his eyes. How
then should it be with him whom thou sawest midmost thy house and on thy very bed, and he suspected with thy harem, and not of thy lineage nor
of thy kindred? Wherefore do thou away this reproach by putting him to death. Indeed, we do but urge thee unto this for the assurance of thine
empire and of our zeal for thy loyal counselling and of our love to thee. How can it be lawful that this youth should live for a single hour?".Now the
treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of
the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When
the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's
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favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken
and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which
there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,
to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away.."There was once a man, a merchant, who had a wife and abundant wealth. He set out one day on a journey with merchandise, leaving
his wife big with child, and said to her, 'If it be the will of God the Most High, I will return before the birth of the child.' Then he took leave of her
and setting out, journeyed from country to country till he came to the court of one of the kings and foregathered with him. Now this king was in
need of one who should order his affairs and those of his kingdom and seeing the merchant well-bred and intelligent, he charged him abide with
him and entreated him with honour and munificence. After awhile, he sought of the king leave to go to his own house, but the latter would not
consent to this; whereupon he said to him, 'O king, suffer me go and see my children and come again.' So he gave him leave for this and took surety
of him for his return. Moreover, he gave him a purse, wherein were a thousand gold dinars, and the merchant embarked in a ship and set sail,
intending for his own country..?OF THE USELESSNESS OF ENDEAVOUR AGAINST PERSISTENT ILL FORTUNE..Barmecides, Haroun er
Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO
HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..God judge betwixt
me and her lord! Away, i. 48..? ? ? ? ? O Amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..Presently, his father and
his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and
behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted
hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his
stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered
the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon
the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former,
'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..Now he had no treasure;
but the thief believed him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the
oath of divorce from thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the
treasure buried in yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him
the treasure, concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to
him that the treasure was and that he should take it up..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him
and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they
proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee
that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made
with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news
reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to
King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.Ill Fortune,
Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent, i 70..106. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative Excellence of the Sexes
ccccxix.Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..? ? ? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.Then said the king, "How long wilt thou
beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to
the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared
him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of
the king had committed a great crime and that he was about to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the
prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This
is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day,
we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone
round about the lands in quest of him, but have not lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant
dcliii.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner
viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of
reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their
nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in
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those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and
stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said,
"Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that
the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight
in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy
wife's sister Dinarzad.".?STORY OF THE FOUL-FAVOURED MAN AND HIS FAIR WIFE..So I arose and gathering wood and planks from the
wrecks, wrought of them the semblance of a boat [to wit, a raft,] and bound it fast with ropes, saying, 'I will embark thereon and fare with this
water into the inward of the mountain. If it bring me to the mainland or to a place where I may find relief and safety, [well and good]; else I shall
[but] perish, even as my companions have perished.' Then I collected of the riches and gold and precious stuffs, cast up there, whose owners had
perished, a great matter, and of jacinths and crude ambergris and emeralds somewhat past count, and laid all this on the raft [together with what
was left me of victual]. Then I launched it on the river and seating myself upon it, put my trust in God the Most High and committed myself to the
stream..The Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh laughed and returned to the palace; and he gave Aboulhusn the thousand dinars, saying, "Take them as a
thank-offering for thy preservation from death," whilst the princess did the like with Nuzhet el Fuad. Moreover, the Khalif increased Aboulhusn in
his stipends and allowances, and he [and his wife] ceased not [to live] in joy and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and
Sunderer of Companies, he who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was
at end: Our dear ones all delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.Then said he to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we
put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth
one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than
that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the
bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit
broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him; and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added
the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the king's son who fell in love with the picture.".? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false
accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of
him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.83. The Woman's Trick against her Husband cccxciii.So the girl's owner betook himself
to the bazaar, where he found the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he
were the moon on the night of its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at
the girl's speech the other day, for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire
her for nought, I will send her to thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee;
for that thou art a stranger in our land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the
youth, "I will not take her from thee but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen
hundred dinars?" And the other answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Now this learned man had a wife renowned for
beauty and loveliness and quickness of wit and understanding and the lover cast about for a device whereby he might win to Khelbes's wife; so he
came to him and told him, as a secret, what he had seen of the learned man's wife and confided to him that he was enamoured of her and besought
him of help in this. Khelbes told him that she was distinguished to the utterest for chastity and continence and that she exposed herself not to
suspicion; but the other said, 'I cannot renounce her, [firstly,] because the woman inclineth to me and coveteth my wealth, and secondly, because of
the greatness of my love for her; and nothing is wanting but thy help.' Quoth Khelbes, 'I will do thy will;' and the other said, 'Thou shalt have of me
two dirhems a day, on condition that thou sit with the learned man and that, when he riseth from the assembly, thou speak a word notifying the
breaking up of the session.' So they agreed upon this and Khelbes entered and sat in the assembly, whilst the lover was assured in his heart that the
secret was safe with him, wherefore he rejoiced and was content to pay the two dirhems..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when
they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own
places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his
beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before
them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and
amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar
ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..When
God caused the morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith
ibn Saad between the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.13. Seif el Mulouk and Bediya el Jemal
ccxci.? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..'This is idle
talk,' answered the cook. 'Thou canst not deliver thyself with this, O youth, for that in thy deliverance is my destruction.' Quoth Selim, 'I swear to
thee and give thee the covenant of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and His bond, that He took of His prophets, that I will not discover
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thy secret ever.' But the cook answered, saying, 'Away! Away! This may no wise be.' However, Selim ceased not to conjure him and make
supplication to him and weep, while the cook persisted in his intent to slaughter him. Then he wept and recited the following verses:.Quoth Ishac,
'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going to a chest, brought out
therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So
she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he made her stand without,
whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth before him, said to him, 'O
Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and touching the lute; and her name is
Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac, 'Yonder she stands, O Commander
of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel to hear thee praise a slave-girl after
this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.? ? ? ? ? g. The Crows and the Hawk dccccvi.30. Isaac of
Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun cclxxix.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore, O stranger, dare thou not approach me with desire, Lest ruin quick
and pitiless thy hardihood requite.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those
who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning
the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in
the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will,
he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose
hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man
availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the
accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him
until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Now the magistrate knew of the theft of the
pearls; so he bade clap the merchant in prison. Accordingly they imprisoned him and flogged him, and he abode in the prison a whole year, till, by
the ordinance of God the Most High, the Master of Police arrested one of the divers aforesaid and imprisoned him in the prison where the merchant
lay. He saw the latter and knowing him, questioned him of his case; whereupon he told them his story and that which had befallen him, and the
diver marvelled at the sorriness of his luck. So, when he came forth of the prison, he acquainted the Sultan with the merchant's case and told him
that it was he who had given him the pearls. The Sultan bade bring him forth of the prison and questioned him of his story, whereupon he told him
all that had befallen him and the Sultan pitied him and assigned him a lodging in his own palace, together with an allowance for his living..Ill
Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..? ? ? ? ? Of beryl, all glowing with beauty, wherein Thick stars of pure silver shine forth to the eye..? ? ? ? ?
Assemble, ye people of passion, I pray; For the hour of our torment hath sounded to-day..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.She
passed the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal!
Go to the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted
him with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man
took them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the
food. Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old
man looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy
sight, iii. 15..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and seating him on the couch,
brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels and tying them up in a
handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise, thou also, and do even
as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put out her hand to her
clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to visit me and eat of
my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come forth." So the Amir
went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her contrivance.'.9. The
History of King Omar ben Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..When the
night came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king,
that.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what
will..He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising
with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a
man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring,
gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the
stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door,
whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to
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him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will
make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the
Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and] whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning,"
answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy
youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the
field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a mountain..Meanwhile, King Azadbekht and his wife stayed not in their flight till they came
to [the court of] the King of Fars, (97) whose name was Kutrou. (98) When they presented themselves to him, he entreated them with honour and
entertained them handsomely, and Azadbekht told him his story, first and last. So he gave him a great army and wealth galore and he abode with
him some days, till he was rested, when he made ready with his host and setting out for his own dominions, waged war upon Isfehend and falling in
upon the capital, defeated the rebel vizier and slew him. Then he entered the city and sat down on the throne of his kingship; and whenas he was
rested and the kingdom was grown peaceful for him, he despatched messengers to the mountain aforesaid in quest of the child; but they returned
and informed the king that they had not found him..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's floods
straight fresh and sweet would grow..The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon
and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of
inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what
is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord," answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of
God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine
abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood; for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never
absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art
friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse, and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will
abide therein; so take of me its price.".? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.So she opened the door to him and brought him in. Then she
seated him at the upper end of the room and set food before him. So he ate and drank and lay with her and swived her. Then she sat down in his lap
and they toyed and laughed and kissed till the day was half spent, when her husband came home and she could find nothing for it but to hide the
singer in a rug, in which she rolled him up. The husband entered and seeing the place disordered (194) and smelling the odour of wine, questioned
her of this. Quoth she, 'I had with me a friend of mine and I conjured her [to drink with me]; so we drank a jar [of wine], she and I, and she went
away but now, before thy coming in.' Her husband, (who was none other than the singer's friend the druggist, that had invited him and fed him),
deemed her words true and went away to his shop, whereupon the singer came forth and he and the lady returned to their sport and abode on this
wise till eventide, when she gave him money and said to him, 'Come hither to-morrow in the forenoon.' 'It is well,' answered he and departed; and
at nightfall he went to the bath..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of
Paradise.".Presently, her brothers returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that
your sister purposed not aught but good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves
and your sister, to boot; for indeed there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a
thing the like whereof may well betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me
of my lineage; so I set forth to him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his
daughter in] marriage. I consented to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the
gates of weal and fortune, so that I am become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He
hath given me of His bounties.'.Meanwhile, the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis and his son Es Shisban set out, as we have said, with their troops, who
were of the doughtiest of the Jinn and the most accomplished of them in valour and horsemanship, [and fared on till they drew near the Crescent
Mountain], When the news of their approach reached Meimoun, he cried out with a great cry to the troops, who were twenty thousand horse, [and
bade them make ready for departure]. Then he went in to Tuhfeh and kissing her, said to her, 'Know that thou art presently my life of the world,
and indeed the Jinn are gathered together to wage war on me on thine account. If I am vouchsafed the victory over them and am preserved alive, I
will set all the kings of the Jinn under thy feet and thou shall become queen of the world.' But she shook her head and wept; and he said, 'Weep not,
for, by the virtue of the mighty inscription engraven on the seal-ring of Solomon, thou shall never again see the land of men! Can any one part with
his life? So give ear unto that which I say; else will I kill thee.' And she was silent..? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and the Two Sharpers clii.So on the
morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had been stolen and gave it
to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the police, who seized the
sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of stuff?" "I had it from
this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?" "Nay," replied the thief;
"I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou stolest it?" And he
answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak him." Quoth the
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prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to himself.".As I
was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had
made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I
accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician
Douban iv.? ? ? ? ? Sure God shall yet, in pity, reknit our severed lives, Even as He did afflict me with loneness after thee..So he repaired to the
draper and buying of him a turban-cloth of lawn, returned with it to the old woman, who took it and burned it in two places. Then she donned
devotees' apparel and taking the turban-cloth with her, went to the draper's house and knocked at the door. When the draper's wife saw her, she
opened to her and received her kindly and made much of her and welcomed her. So the old woman went in to her and conversed with her awhile.
Then said she to her, "[I desire to make] the ablution [preparatory] to prayer." So the wife brought her water and she made the ablution and
standing up to pray, prayed and did her occasion. When she had made an end of her prayers, she left the turban-cloth in the place of prayer and
went away..Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of His ordinance, the
which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of them to the king,
who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew forth an arrow and
launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid hands upon the youth
and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am presently in concern for
myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my death should be by
slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The astrologers marvelled
and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath smitten thee should
be thy son.'
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