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By that time there were many people of the Hand who knew what was afoot on Roke. Y oung people came."We knew there was a great gift in her,"
Ayo said, and then fell silent for awhile. "We didn't know how to teach her. There are no teachers left on the mountain. King Losen's wizards
destroy the sorcerers and witches. There's no oneto turn to.".He said, "I lost my way. Have | come to the villager?' His voice was hoarse and harsh,
abeggar's.At last she moved, and kissed his cheek, and whispered, "I missed you, | missed you, | missed you. How long can you stay?'.seemed a
bit crude. Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ...."| hope so," said Tuly..want.".Irian drew a deep breath and
looked at him eye to eye asthey sat there. ""Only in dark the light,"" she said..teaching him, petting him a bit as he had done yesterday. He sat
down with him in the sun. Gelluk.another shining objects, were inflating something -- but | did not even look in their direction. In.Otter stood
motionless, effaced, as Anieb had stood in the room in the tower..Maybe | said it out loud in my sleep. Or somebody told him. But nobody knows
it. Nobody ever knew.between featureless walls to awooden door in a higher wall. He had put his spell on her, and she.and sheep went down to
drink or to cross over. They had come through the stile from a pasture.witchery. His employment was to sniff Losen's food and drink and garments
and women, anything that.students learning how to do tricks of illusion from the sorcerer Hega of O; Master Hand, they.boy. He had a sweet
singing voice, atrue ear, and alove of music, so that his mother, Tuly,.never see the place where he was. He did not know what was coming next,
and did not understand.”But outside Roke," said Medra, "there are common people who slave and starve and die in misery..as he wished. In the
margins of the spells and word lists and in the endpapers of these books of .him that he couldn't despise Hound..carter to the forester. " Sweet as new
butter, heis." Golden, unaware of being sweet, thought only.At first he had thought Diamond had a knack such as many children had and then lost,
astray spark."l don't know," Dragonfly said. "To hear about the Great House is wonderful, but | thought the people there would be - | don't know.
Of course they're mostly just boys when they go there. But | thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. " Some of
them arereally bad and stupid,” she said in alow voice. "They get into the School because they're rich. And they study there just to get richer. Or to
get power.".He sailed up the broad straitstill Mount Onn was hidden by the headlands at the mouth of the Bay of Havnor. He would not see it again
unless he went through that narrow passage. Then he would see the mountain, al the sweep and cresting of it, over the calm waters where he used
to try to raise up the magewind when he was twelve; and sailing on he would see the towers rise up from the water, dim at first, mere dots and
lines, then lifting up their bright banners, the white city at the center of the world.."What, it's bad?"." Crafty men need to stick together," he said.
"Men who have no art at all, nothing but wealth-they.damn; but this was something else. | looked at her and felt anger growing in me. To grab
those.through him, Roke. If Early (of whom he knew only his use-name and reputation) caught him and used.Old Hardic differsin vocabulary and
pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning.It would be Berry at the door, though why he knocked she didn't know. "Comein, you
fool!" she said, and he knocked again, and she put down her mending and went to the door. "Can you be drunk already?" she said, and then saw
him..stung by flies. He said, "Oh! | can't --!" He bolted off into the dusk beyond the lanterns hanging.BUT OF COURSE he went down to Havnor
South Port, in one of hisfather's carts driven by one of his father's carters, along with Master Hemlock. As arule, people do what wizards advise
them to do. And it is no small honor to be invited by awizard to be his student or apprentice. Hemlock, who had won his staff on Roke, was used to
having boys come to him begging to be tested and, if they had the gift for it, taught. He was a little curious about this boy whose cheerful good
manners hid some reluctance or self-doubt. It was the father's idea, not the boy's, that he was gifted. That was unusual, though perhaps not so
unusual among the wealthy as among common folk. At any rate he came with avery good prenticing fee paid beforehand in gold and ivory. If he
had the makings of awizard Hemlock would train him, and if he had, as Hemlock suspected, a mere childish flair, then he'd be sent home with
what remained of hisfee. Hemlock was an honest, upright, humorless, scholarly wizard with little interest in feelings or ideas. His gift was for
names. "The art begins and ends in naming," he said, which indeed is true, although there may be a good deal between the beginning and the
end.."Well, heran out. Or. . . he could always lie." .the predominant body type is short, slender, small-boned, but fairly muscular and well-fleshed.
In.for me, he definitely would have agreed to stay there longer). That had been odd. | had expected.because they all needed what warmth there was
to be got from the fire, but they did not want him.ONE."| said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you
know.they gagged him and bound his arms behind him. "Now you won't weave charms nor speak spells,.marsh, in the cold, for days on end, and
wore himself out.".The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and.they went on pressed
close side by side for comfort and for the little warmth. They walked

slower, .file:///D/Documents%20and%620Settings/harry/...0%20L eGuin%20-%20T al es%620From%20Earthsea.txt (20 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].galley, which was rowed by forty slaves..Sunbright had not been gone three days when a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the
south road on a good horse and asking at the tavern for lodging. They sent him to Sans house, but San's wife screeched when she heard there was a
stranger at the door, crying that if San let another witch-man in the door her baby would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard for
several houses up and down the street, and a crowd, that is, ten or eleven people, gathered between Sans house and the tavern..back into death and
left us here alive - what would we do? What comes next?'.He glanced at her. His dark eyes were large, deep, opaque like a horse's eyes,
unreadable..the other sorcerer, even of the six coppers she had found scattered on the bedcover, which he must.beautifully styled, semitransparent,
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with .long, delicate arms. Without asking a thing, it passed.Songs, all of which began as sung or spoken texts, were written down and preserved as
texts. They.She broke off, coughing. Her mother shot an anguished, yearning glance at the wizard. Surely he.eyes. If there were any spells woven
about that hill or the bay he now saw opening before it, they."Thorion was the best of usall - a brave heart, anoble mind." The Herbal spoke
almost in anger..When she was thirteen the old vineyarder and the housekeeper, who were all that was left of the.fountain, perhaps because it was
pleasant to come across something even alittle familiar. But I."1t'll stop by midday," the wizard told the chickens. He fed them and squelched back
to the house.driven off or killed, one after another, hisrivals for Losen's favor, and had enjoyed sole rule.He said nothing. She squatted down to
find out what was in the basket. "Peaches!" she said, and smiled..nine Masters," he began..Enlad to aid him, Morred turned and gave battle. The
Enemy would not confront him directly, but.She was getting used to his strange face now and was able to read it. She thought that he
looked.crowns of the trees; she watched the shadows play, and thought about the roots of the trees down.very little else. It surprised him alittle. He
thought he ought to be homesick, to think about.appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call the greatest of the arch-mages, may have been the
last..the witch "the wisewoman," but a witch was awitch and her daughter was no fit companion for."Have to wash my feet every timel comein,”
he grumbled. He walked in gingerly. The wood was so.leaves say is change, change... Everything will change but them." He looked up into the
trees."What is?'.She lived with Medrain his small house not far from the Net House, though she spent many days.It is said that Segoy first wrote
the True Runes in fire on the wind, so that they are coeval with.Her guest came out of the house. It was a bright, misty morning, the marshes hidden
by gleaming.only weak men said athing and then unsaid it.."Well, take care. | saw the fox on the full-moon night,” Dulse said, and went on his
way..They needed no persuasion. They rode off leaving everything behind, their blankets, the tent, the.After along time, late in the afternoon, old
Hound came trudging up the valley. He stopped now.When he added that little questioning "eh?" or "neh?" to the end of what had seemed a
statement it always took her by surprise. She said nothing.."More likely to kill the beasts that sicken with it," the man said. He sounded a bit
dleepy..dragon are one." If human beings originally shared that innate knowledge or identity, they lost it.line. She was perhaps thirty paces from me
when something happened to her. One moment | saw."Keep her quiet," said the young woman, and left him holding the mare's reins in this deserted
place. She returned after some time lugging a heavy bucket, and set to sponging off the mare's leg. "Get the saddle off her," she said, and her tone
held the unspoken, impatient, "you fool!" Ivory obeyed, half-annoyed by this crude giantess and half-intrigued. She did not put him in mind of a
flowering tree at al, but she wasin fact beautiful, in alarge, fierce way. The mare submitted to her absolutely. When she said, "Move your foot!"
the mare moved her foot. The woman wiped her down all over, put the saddle blanket back on her, and made sure she was standing in the sun.
"Shell beal right," she said. "There's agash, but if you'll wash it with warm salt water four or five timesaday, it'll heal clean, I'm sorry." She said
the last honestly, though grudgingly, asif she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted, and she looked straight at
him for the first time. Her eyes were clear orange-brown, like dark topaz or amber. They were strange eyes, right on alevel with hisown.."I'll tell
him that the changes in aman's life may be beyond all the arts we know, and all our wisdom," said the Archmage. He looked at Emer again. "May
he stay here, mistress? Isthat your wish aswell as his?".shod, a thin brown man with dark eyes and hair so fine and thick it shed therain. It was
raining.to him, Havnor lies between us. He heard her say, Al! the true powers, al the old powers, at root.He did not ask if Otter was picking up any
sign of the ore; he did not ask whether he was seeking the ore or pretending to seek it. Otter himself could not have answered the question. In these
aimless wanderings the knowledge of the underground would enter him asit used to do, and he would try to close himself off to it. "I will not work
in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then the summer air and light would soften him, and his tough, bare soles would feel the dry grass under
them, and he would know that under the roots of the grass a stream crept through dark earth, seeping over awide ledge of rock layered with sheets
of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern, and in its walls were thin, crimson, crumbling beds of cinnabar... He made no sign. He thought that
maybe the map of the earth underfoot that was forming in his mind could be put to some good use, if he could find how to do it..glittered in short
dashes in the werelight..Diamond nodded eagerly..would have dragons for his dogs..thoughts settled down and began to run clearer, he knew that
he could not defeat awizard of great.woman with adog; | had never seen such adog, it was huge, its head like aball, very ugly; in its.black sky,
and the little kissing sgquelch of their sodden feet in the mud and wet grass of the."Master Hand," said the Doorkeeper, "she asked to enter asa
student, and | saw no reason to deny her.".the Archipelago-perhaps to avenge the Firelord. These fiery flights caused great terror, and."If she knew
| was alive," he said..more powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would return to Roke as fast as he could,.arms and snug about the
hips, was talking with a blonde girl who had her back against the bowl."Oh, yes, like this," and sailed back down smooth as a cloud on the south
wind..invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish.perhaps -- hatched out an
eagle..motionless. They had let me have my way too easily. Even Oswamm did not oppose my decision.stockings on his battered feet and limped
into the kitchen. Emer stood at the big sink, straining."Maybe you can find that island,” said Ayo..She had no wish to explore for herself. The
peacefulness of the place called for stillness, watching, listening; and she knew how tricky the paths were, and that the Grove was, as the Patterner
put it, "bigger inside than outside’. She sat down in a patch of sun-dappled shade and watched the shadows of the leaves play across the ground.
The oakmast was deep; though she had never seen wild swine in the wood, she saw their tracks here. For a moment she caught the scent of afox.
Her thoughts moved as quietly and easily as the breeze moved in the warm light..the novels.."But then came the dragon, Kalessin, bearing him
living.."Y our leaves and shadows tell you nothing?'.All thistime he and Gelluk were going on farther from the tower, away from Anieb, whose
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presence sometimes weakened and faded. Otter dared not try to summon her..Her use-name had been Flag, the blueiiris of the springs. Her mother
and aunt called her Flag when."He told me what it's like," Dragonfly said. "Y ou walk up through the town, Thwil Town. There's adoor opening on
the street, but it's shut. It looks like an ordinary door.".They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the gardens and up the
path from the Great House, all the mages, many of the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner, tall in his grey cloak, carrying histall
staff of bone-white wood, about which afaint gleam of werelight hovered..the straw musty. Ivory felt no lust at al, though Dragonfly lay not three
feet from him. She had.icy north and there sucked their blood. In villages on Way and Feikway they still tell children.see. Nobody should ought to
meddle with sorcery that ain't born to it. Nor with sorcerers. Y ou.He reached out towards Y aved, towards the ache, the suffering. As he came closer
toit hefelt agreat strength flow into him from the west, asif Silence had taken him by the hand after all. Through that link he could send his own
strength, the Mountain's strength, to help. | didn't tell him | wasn't coming back, he thought, hislast words in Hardic, hislast grief, for he wasin the
bones of the mountain now. He knew the arteries of fire, and the beat of the great heart. He knew what to do. It was in no tongue of man that he
said, "Be quiet, be easy. There now, there. Hold fast. So, there. We can be easy.".If Diamond had been born to that kind of power, if that was his
gift, then all Golden's dreams and.for the reins. Ivory saw that he was supposed to dismount. He did so, asking, "Isit very bad?'.worth?"'."Now the
Kingisin my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or.least, did not live in such luxury as Golden had imagined.
Diamond never thought about Darkrose,.not bend..was shade from the hot sun four or five women sat spinning by awell. Children played
nearby,.Witchery was restricted to women. All magic practiced by women was called "base craft,” even when it included practices otherwise called
"high arts," such as healing, chanting, changing, etc. Witches were to learn only from one another or from sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter
Roke School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching women anything at all. He specifically forbade the teaching of any word of the True
Speech to women, and though this proscription was widely ignored, it led in the long run to a profound, long-lasting loss of knowledge and power
among the women who practiced magic..He stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair."Why
so, Tern?'.When he was Gelluk's prentice and assistant, he had encouraged his master in the study of the lore of Way, finding himself free while
Gelluk was off doting on his quicksilver. But Gelluk's abrupt fate had shaken him. There was something mysteriousin it, some element or some
person missing. Summoning the useful Hound to help him, Early had made a very thorough inquiry into what happened. Where Gelluk was, of
course, was no mystery. Hound had tracked him straight to a scar in a hillside, and said he was buried deep under there. Early had no wish to
exhume him. But the boy who had been with him, Hound could not track: could not say whether he was under that hill with Gelluk, or had got
clean away. He had |eft no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and it had rained very hard all the night after, and when Hound thought he had
found the boy's tracks, they were awoman's; and she was dead..anxious, the hunted look coming back into him, and he got up from the
settle..surprised to see her own brown arm, her rolled-up sleeve, the grass springing cool and green.better! But drink your soup first, and let me sit
down to hear...".The witch shook her iron-grey head once. "I can't tell you." Her ‘can't’ did not mean ‘won't'.
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