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VOTIONAL REVELATIONS AND MYSTICAL VISIONS OF A CHRISTIAN BELIEVER IN
? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and
day..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was
absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh
arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that
cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.'
Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the
jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Were not the darkness (193) still in gender
masculine, As ofttimes is the case with she-things passing fine,.The servant said no more to him, but, when it was morning, he acquainted a number
of the king's servants with this and they said, 'This is an opportunity for us. Come let us assemble together and acquaint the king with this, so the
young merchant may lose favour with him and he rid us of him and we be at rest from him.' So they assembled together and going in to the king,
said to him, 'We have a warning we would give thee.' Quoth he, 'And what is your warning?' And they said, 'Yonder youth, the merchant, whom
thou hast taken into favour and whose rank thou hast exalted above the chiefs of the people of thy household, we saw yesterday draw his sword and
offer to fall upon thee, so he might slay thee.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and he said to them, 'Have ye proof of this?' Quoth
they, 'What proof wouldst thou have? If thou desire this, feign thyself drunken again this night and lie down, as if asleep, and watch him, and thou
wilt see with thine eyes all that we have named to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..? ?
? ? ? c. Abou Sabir ccccxlviii.So, when they had made an end of eating and drinking, the young man asked his host for the story, and he said,
'Know that in my youth I was even as thou seest me in the matter of loathliness and foul favour; and I had brethren of the comeliest of the folk;
wherefore my father preferred them over me and used to show them kindness, to my exclusion, and employ me, in their room [in menial service],
like as one employeth slaves. One day, a she-camel of his went astray and he said to me, "Go thou forth in quest of her and return not but with her."
Quoth I, "Send other than I of thy sons." But he would not consent to this and reviled me and insisted upon me, till the matter came to such a pass
with him that he took a whip and fell to beating me. So I arose and taking a riding-camel, mounted her and sallied forth at a venture, purposing to
go out into the deserts and return to him no more. I fared on all my night [and the next day] and coming at eventide to [the encampment of] this my
wife's people, alighted down with her father, who was a very old man, and became his guest..The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances
and as for Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his
time in Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah,
and he ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore
sickness and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and
buried and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and
fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his
children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of
Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of
their story.."There was once a king of the kings, whose name was Bekhtzeman, and he was a great eater and drinker and carouser. Now enemies of
his made their appearance in certain parts of his realm and threatened him; and one of his friends said to him, 'O king, the enemy maketh for thee:
be on thy guard against him.' Quoth Bekhtzeman, 'I reck not of him, for that I have arms and wealth and men and am not afraid of aught.' Then said
his friends to him, 'Seek aid of God, O king, for He will help thee more than thy wealth and thine arms and thy men.' But he paid no heed to the
speech of his loyal counsellors, and presently the enemy came upon him and waged war upon him and got the victory over him and his trust in
other than God the Most High profited him nought. So he fled from before him and seeking one of the kings, said to him, 'I come to thee and lay
hold upon thy skirts and take refuge with thee, so thou mayst help me against mine enemy.'.126. Ibrahim ben el Khawwas and the Christian King's
Daughter cccclxxvii.? ? ? ? ? Exalted mayst thou be above th' empyrean heaven of joy And may God's glory greater grow and more exalted
aye!.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and
said, "Carry him back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance
from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.As an instance of the extreme looseness with which the book was edited,
I may observe that the first four Vols. were published without tables of contents, which were afterwards appended en bloc to the fifth Volume. The
state of corruption and incoherence in which the printed Text was placed before the public by the two learned Editors, who were responsible for its
production, is such as might well drive a translator to despair: the uncorrected errors of the press would alone fill a volume and the verse especially
is so corrupt that one of the most laborious of English Arabic scholars pronounced its translation a hopeless task. I have not, however, in any single
instance, allowed myself to be discouraged by the difficulties presented by the condition of the text, but have, to the best of my ability, rendered
into English, without abridgment or retrenchment, the whole of the tales, prose and verse, contained in the Breslau Edition, which are not found in
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those of Calcutta (1839-42) and Boulac. In this somewhat ungrateful task, I have again had the cordial assistance of Captain Burton, who has (as in
the case of my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night") been kind enough to look over the proofs of my translation and to whom I beg once
more to tender my warmest thanks..? ? ? ? ? What is the pleasance of the world, except it be to see My lady's face, to drink of wine and ditties still
to hear?.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.Two months after this occurrence, there came to me one of the
Cadi's officers, with a scroll, wherein was the magistrate's writ, summoning me to him. So I accompanied the officer and went in to the Cadi,
whereupon the plaintiff, to wit, he who had taken out the summons, sued me for two thousand dirhems, avouching that I had borrowed them of him
as the woman's agent. (117) I denied the debt, but he produced against me a bond for the amount, attested by four of those who were in company
[on the occasion]; and they were present and bore witness to the loan. So I reminded them of my kindness and paid the amount, swearing that I
would never again follow a woman's counsel. Is not this marvellous?'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son dcccxciii.? ? ? ? ? All through
the day its light and when the night grows dark, My grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and
bringing out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the
house." So he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before
El Abbas and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had
enough, when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas
a napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy
house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and
left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the
merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So
there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..When the Khalif heard this, he laughed heartily and
said, "By Allah, O my brother, thou art indeed excused in this matter, now that I know the cause and that the cause hath a tail. Nevertheless if it
please God, I will not sever myself from thee." "O my guest," replied Aboulhusn, "did I not say to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur! For
that I will never again foregather with any'?" Then the Khalif rose and Aboulhusn set before him a dish of roast goose and a cake of manchet-bread
and sitting down, fell to cutting off morsels and feeding the Khalif therewith. They gave not over eating thus till they were content, when
Aboulhusn brought bowl and ewer and potash (16) and they washed their hands..The ship tarried with him some days, till he should be certified
what he would do, (104) and he said, 'I will enquire of the merchants what this merchandise profiteth and in what country it lacketh and how much
is the gain thereon.' [So he questioned them and] they directed him to a far country, where his dirhem should profit a hundredfold. Accordingly, he
set sail and steered for the land in question; but, as he went, there blew on him a tempestuous wind and the ship foundered. The merchant saved
himself on a plank and the wind cast him up, naked as he was, on the sea-shore, hard by a town there. So he praised God and gave Him thanks for
his preservation; then, seeing a great village hard by, he betook himself thither and saw, seated therein, a very old man, whom he acquainted with
his case and that which had betided him. The old man grieved sore for him, when he heard his story, and set food before him. So he ate and the old
man said to him, 'Abide here with me, so I may make thee my steward and factor over a farm I have here, and thou shall have of me five dirhems
(105) a day.' 'God make fair thy reward,' answered the merchant, 'and requite thee with benefits!'.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds' descant in the
foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.When the Khalif returned from the chase, he betook himself to Tuhfeh's pavilion and
bringing out the key, opened the door and went in to her. She rose to receive him and kissed his hand, and he took her to his breast and seated her
on his knee. Then food was brought to them and they ate and washed their hands; after which she took the lute and sang, till Er Reshid was moved
to sleep. When she was ware of this, she left singing and told him her adventure with the Lady Zubeideh, saying, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I
would have thee do me a favour and heal my heart and accept my intercession and reject not my word, but go forthright to the Lady Zubeideh's
lodging.' Now this talk befell after he had stripped himself naked and she also had put off her clothes; and he said, 'Thou shouldst have named this
before we stripped ourselves naked.' But she answered, saying, ' O Commander of the Faithful, I did this not but in accordance with the saying of
the poet in the following verses:.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to
him her dwelling-place and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she
of the Jinn or of mankind or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the
Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh. 'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid,
'I conjure thee by Allah, tell it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard
from her and what she told him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds,
such as amazed the beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the
Abbasicles, and they abode in their delight..?STORY OF KHELBES AND HIS WIFE AND THE LEARNED MAN..Then said she to him, 'When
the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to
us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to
be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he
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abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for
Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet
could she not speak..131. The Queen of the Serpents cccclxxxii.Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for
thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the
king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway.
When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour
more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command
it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain
we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison
him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..Then he commanded one of the slave-girls to
take the lute and strike it at Aboulhusn's head, whilst the rest smote upon their instruments. [So they played and sang,] till Aboulhusn awoke at the
last of the night and heard the noise of lutes and tabrets and the sound of the pipes and the singing of the slave-girls, whereupon he opened his eyes
and finding himself in the palace, with the slave-girls and eunuchs about him, exclaimed, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most
High, the Supreme! Verily, I am fearful of the hospital and of that which I suffered therein aforetime, and I doubt not but the Devil is come to me
again, as before. O my God, put thou Satan to shame!" Then he shut his eyes and laid his head in his sleeve and fell to laughing softly and raising
his head [bytimes], but [still] found the apartment lighted and the girls singing..? ? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's
welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ? May the place of my session ne'er lack thee I Oh, why, My
heart's love, hast thou saddened my mind and mine eye? (108).? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing
doth go..Craft, Women's, ii. 287..? ? ? ? ? He, who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, Hath to a just high-priest (61) the Khalifate
assigned..The Eight Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we
should live and meet?.? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image came to visit me, what while in dreams
I lay?.The kings and all those who were present rejoiced in this with an exceeding delight and the accursed Iblis came up to Tuhfeh and kissing her
hand, said to her, 'There abideth but little of the night; so do thou tarry with us till the morrow, when we will apply ourselves to the wedding (203)
and the circumcision.' Then all the Jinn went away, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and Iblis said, 'Go ye up with Tuhfeh to the garden for the
rest of the night.' So Kemeriyeh took her and carried her into the garden. Now this garden contained all manner birds, nightingale and mocking-bird
and ringdove and curlew (204) and other than these of all the kinds, and therein were all kinds of fruits. Its channels (205) were of gold and silver
and the water thereof, as it broke forth of its conduits, was like unto fleeing serpents' bellies, and indeed it was as it were the Garden of Eden.
(206).? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.When the king heard this story, he was fortified in his resolve to spare the vizier and
to leave haste in an affair whereof he was not assured; so he comforted him and bade him withdraw to his lodging.."O king," answered the youth, "I
hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because
of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my
expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king,
"Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah the Merman
dccclxxvii.Meanwhile, news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for
she had given birth to twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came
thither that very night in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country
where your father is; so go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to
playing about it and occupied themselves with their play till the evening..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.?THE TENTH
OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.36. The Mock Khalif dxliii.? ? ? ? ? But, when from home it fares,
forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit,
Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that
hight.The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward
in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and
the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131)
[and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye, lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter,
nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me; and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free
to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they
said, "We grant thee thy life.".Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half of his good, [took it] and lived with it well;
and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only with the stranger nor entertain him but one
night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on the bridge (7) and looking on every one
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who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his house, where he caroused with him till the
morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and
her Two Lovers dcccclxxxiv.Old Woman and the Draper's Wife, The, ii. 55..I marvelled at this with the utmost wonderment and knew that he was
of the sons of the pious. So I bestirred myself for his release and tended him [till he recovered] and besought him of quittance and absolution of
responsibility.'.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his
sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these
twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted
to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for
the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished
upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of
[his reunion with] his wife and children..87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.Son, Story of King Ibrahim and his, i. 138..? ? ? ? ?
Fair patience use, for ease still followeth after stress And all things have their time and ordinance no less..When the damsel heard these verses, she
wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept and said, 'He is my lord.
Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday with the old woman?
He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy lord come to thee and
contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted him with that which had
passed, and he told the youth..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.With this the Khalif waxed wroth, and the Hashimi vein (36)
started out from between his eyes and he cried out to Mesrour and said to him, "Go forth and see which of them is dead." So Mesrour went out,
running, and the Khalif said to Zubeideh, "Wilt thou lay me a wager?" "Yes," answered she; "I will wager, and I say that Aboulhusn is dead." "And
I," rejoined the Khalif, "wager and say that none is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad; and the stake shall be the Garden of Pleasance against thy palace and
the Pavilion of Pictures." So they [agreed upon this and] abode awaiting Mesrour, till such time as he should return with news..81. Mohammed el
Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble
and affright..? ? ? ? ? So get thee gone, then, from a house wherein thou art abased And let not severance from friends lie heavy on thy spright..49.
The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.? ? ? ? ? If near and far thy toiling feet have trod the ways and thou Devils and Marids hast
ensued nor wouldst be led aright,.Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof
of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this. Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a
merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Now the man who had stolen the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending
that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought
them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to
deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness that had betided him. So they all fared on together,
unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not going till they came to her city and foregathered at the
gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..?THE FIFTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..165. Ibrahim and Jemileh
dcccciii.Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and
release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his
brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,
who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and
to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,
when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I
am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a
dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year
and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and
cast him into another calamity..When I awoke and opened my eyes, I found myself [in the open air] and the raft moored to the bank of the stream,
whilst about me were folk of the blacks of Hind. When they saw that I was awake, they came up to me, to question me; so I rose to them and
saluted them. They bespoke me in a tongue I knew not, whilst I deemed myself in a dream, and for the excess of my joy, I was like to fly and my
reason refused to obey me. Then there came to my mind the verses of the poet and I recited, saying:.He returned them the most gracious of answers
and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I
will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had wrought of knavery with the daughter of his
father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how he had required her of herself, but she had
sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding
stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and jewels..God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i.
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174..The Twenty-Third Night of the Month..?THE THIRTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of my
pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity and
judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed
with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that
he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger
Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me yet
another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.And for
another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance and its markets
and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the fair," (8) and
indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed, "Say, I take
refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my lord alone
and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service and
acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced and
fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? m. The Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were Restored to Him dcccci.? ? ? ? ? So, O
Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.So the youth obeyed his father's
commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the dealer, 'Who will buy this
fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the quintessence of jewels and I
know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him and went about, offering him
for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is this man?' And the dealer
answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after questioning him of what he could
do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so he appointed him an allowance,
such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the like of this fellow?'.? ? ? ? ? The
Lord's alternatives are these, wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..? ? ? ? ? Yet thou repaidst me with constraint,
rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..Officer's Story, The Second, ii. 134..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife
cccciv.Wind of the East, if thou pass by the land where my loved ones dwell, I pray, ii. 204, 271..Then I bought of the best and finest of the
produce and rarities of the country and all I had a mind to and a good hackney (221) and we set out again and traversed the deserts from country to
country till we came to Baghdad. Then I went in to the Khalif and saluted him and kissed his hand; after which I acquainted him with all that had
passed and that which had befallen me. He rejoiced in my deliverance and thanked God the Most High; then he caused write my story in letters of
gold and I betook myself to my house and foregathered with my brethren and family. This, then," added Sindbad, "is the last of that which befell
me in my travels, and praise be to God, the One, the Creator, the Maker!".? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain,
What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.As for King El Aziz, he lived after this seven
years and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High; whereupon his son El Abbas carried him forth to burial on such wise as beseemeth
unto kings and let make recitations and readings of the Koran, in whole or in part, over his tomb. He kept up the mourning for his father a full-told
month, at the end of which time he sat down on the throne of the kingship and judged and did justice and distributed silver and gold. Moreover, he
loosed all who were in the prisons and abolished grievances and customs dues and did the oppressed justice of the oppressor; wherefore the people
prayed for him and loved him and invoked on him endurance of glory and kingship and length of continuance [on life] and eternity of prosperity
and happiness. Moreover, the troops submitted to him and the hosts from all parts of the kingdom, and there came to him presents from all the
lands. The kings obeyed him and many were his troops and his grandees, and his subjects lived with him the most easeful and prosperous of lives..?
? ? ? ? For know that hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..Presently, the mother of the
two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine?
Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were
drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the
eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I
am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech,
he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine
own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said,
'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but
found them not..When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he
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turned to the viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my
empire and your loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and
each of them said his say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words
might abound, and I desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and
take him and carry him in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king
delighted to favour and who hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made
proclamation in the city and set up the gibbet..Then he wept again and El Abbas said to him, "Fear not for me, for thou knowest my prowess and
my puissance in returning answers in the assemblies of the land and my good breeding (63) and skill in rhetoric; and indeed he whose father thou
art and whom thou hast reared and bred and in whom thou hast united praiseworthy qualities, the repute whereof hath traversed the East and the
West, thou needest not fear for him, more by token that I purpose but to seek diversion (64) and return to thee, if it be the will of God the Most
High." Quoth the king, "Whom wilt thou take with thee of attendants and [what] of good?" "O father mine," replied El Abbas, "I have no need of
horses or camels or arms, for I purpose not battle, and I will have none go forth with me save my servant Aamir and no more.".When she had made
an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away. So they sprinkled on her rose-water, mingled with musk, and
willow-flower water; and when she came to herself, Er Reshid said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, this is not fair dealing in thee. We love thee and thou
lovest another." "O Commander of the Faithful," answered she, "there is no help for it." Therewithal he was wroth with her and said, "By the virtue
of Hemzeh (19) and Akil (20) and Mohammed, Prince of the Apostles, if thou name one other than I in my presence, I will bid strike off thy head!"
Then he bade return her to her chamber, whilst she wept and recited the following verses:.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and
sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the
host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and
entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he
had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife
and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the people told
him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown my friend
and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the prefect
took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he took them
and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the door
locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence till
the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose
throat they were about to cut..When the day departed and the evening came, the king sat in his privy chamber and summoned the vizier, who
presented himself to him and he questioned him of the story. So the vizier said, "Know, O august king, that.Now the king was leaning back upon
the cushion, when he heard the man's words, he knew the purport thereof; so he sat up and said, "Return to thy garden in all assurance and ease of
heart; for, by Allah, never saw I the like of thy garden nor stouter of ward than its walls over its trees!" So Firouz returned to his wife, and the cadi
knew not the truth of the affair, no, nor any of those who were in that assembly, save the king and the husband and the damsel's brother.
(176).INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".? ? ? ? ? b. The Merchant and his Sons ccccxliv.An if my substance
fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..Midmost that meadow was a palace soaring high into the air, with battlements of red gold, set with pearls
and jewels, and a two-leaved gate; and in the gateway thereof were much people of the chiefs of the Jinn, clad in sumptuous apparel. When they
saw the old man, they all cried out, saying, 'The Lady Tuhfeh is come!' And as soon as she reached the palace-gate, they came all and dismounting
her from the horse's back, carried her into the palace and fell to kissing her hands. When she entered, she beheld a palace whereof never saw eyes
the like; for therein were four estrades, one facing other, and its walls were of gold and its ceilings of silver. It was lofty of building, wide of
continence, and those who beheld it would be puzzled to describe it. At the upper end of the hall stood a throne of red gold, set with pearls and
jewels, unto which led up five steps of silver, and on the right thereof and on its left were many chairs of gold and silver; and over the dais was a
curtain let down, gold and silver wrought and broidered with pearls and jewels..? ? ? ? ? Hence on the morrow forth I fare and leave your land
behind; So take your leave of us nor fear mishap or ill event..? ? ? ? ? No exhorter am I to abstain from the fair, Nor to love Mecca's vale for my
profit I care;.Then the king assembled his nobles and commons and the astrologers and said to them, 'Know that what God hath graven upon the
forehead, be it fair fortune or calamity, none may avail to efface, and all that is decreed unto a man he must needs abide. Indeed, this my caretaking
and my endeavour profited me nought, for that which God decreed unto my son, he hath abidden and that which He decreed unto me hath betided
me. Nevertheless, I praise God and thank Him for that this was at my son's hand and not at the hand of another, and praised be He for that the
kingship is come to my son!' And he strained the youth to his breast and embraced him and kissed him, saying, 'O my son, this matter was on such
a wise, and of my care and watchfulness over thee from destiny, I lodged thee in that pit; but caretaking availed not.' Then he took the crown of the
kingship and set it on his son's head and caused the folk and the people swear fealty to him and commended the subjects to his care and enjoined
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him to justice and equity. And he took leave of him that night and died and his son reigned in his stead..King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i.
61..Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became enamoured of
her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved him with a
love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I foregather
not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself and
repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him [to
thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.Then said
he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that
her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him] had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and
requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.89. Firous and
his Wife dclxxv.As for me, I stood, with my head bowed to the earth, forgetting both Institutes and Canons, (99) abode sunk in thought, saying,
"How came I to be the dupe of yonder worthless baggage?" Then said the Amir to me, "What aileth thee that thou answerest not?" And I answered,
saying, "O my lord, it is a custom among the folk that he who hath a payment to make at a certain date is allowed three days' grace; [so do thou
have patience with me so long,] and if, [by the end of that time,] the culprit be not found, I will be answerable for that which is lost." When the folk
heard my speech, they all deemed it reasonable and the Master of Police turned to the Cadi and swore to him that he would do his utmost
endeavour to recover the stolen money and that it should be restored to him. So he went away, whilst I mounted forthright and fell to going round
about the world without purpose, and indeed I was become under the dominion of a woman without worth or honour; and I went round about on
this wise all that my day and night, but happened not upon tidings of her; and thus I did on the morrow..Presently, the sharper came to the ruin,
rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his
face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the
idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the
sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier,
"is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that
which befell between them.".Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the new-born child, if it was male or
female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall marry her and a spider shall slay
her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from her by wile and slit its paunch.
Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I am far
from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.Then he wept till he wet his gray hairs and the
king was moved to compassion for him and granted him that which he sought and vouchsafed him that night's respite..? ? ? ? ? This is my saying;
apprehend its purport, then, and know I may in no wise yield consent to that thou dost opine..Arab of the Benou Tai, En Numan and the, i. 203..The
company marvelled at this story and at the doings of women. Then came forward a fourth officer and said, 'Verily, that which hath betided me of
strange adventures is yet more extraordinary than this; and it was on this wise..? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.The Eleventh Night of the
Month..5. Noureddin Ali of Cairo and his Son Bedreddin Hassan xx."He shall not come in to me. Who is at the door, other than he?" "El Akhtel et
Teghlibi," (56) answered Adi; and Omar said, "He is the unbeliever who says in his verse ..." [And he repeated the following:].? ? ? ? ? k. The
Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..It is told of Jaafer ben Yehya the Barmecide that he
sat down one day to drink and being minded to be private (with his friends), sent for his boon-companions, in whom he delighted, and charged the
chamberlain (145) that he should suffer none of the creatures of God the Most High to enter, save a man of his boon-companions, by name
Abdulmelik ben Salih, (146) who was behindhand with them. Then they donned coloured clothes, (147) for that it was their wont, whenas they sat
in the wine-chamber, to don raiment of red and yellow and green silk, and sat down to drink, and the cups went round and the lutes pulsed..? ? ? ? ?
o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me.
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