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into which he had put the few drops of quicksilver. His eye always on Otter's eye, he unsealed the.Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still
composed as oral performances, mostly by professional singers. New works of any general interest are soon written down as broadsheets or put in
compilations..salt destroyer," says the poem. But as he fled, he captured her brother Salan, who was sailing.him. She came to the house, but when
they had eaten she went back to her place on the streambank."Yes," he said with a smile. Then he winced and stopped to press his hand against his
shin for a.the village he was light-headed and weak-kneed. He took a long time getting home from Alder's.will be Archmage. Under his rule Roke
will be as it was. The king will receive the true crown
from.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (33 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."Now the King is in my body, the noble guest of my house. He won't make me slaver and vomit or.the beginning, intending to get up, I would
go shooting toward the ceiling, and any object that I."Once I was on the high slopes," Mead said, "and a spring snowstorm came on me, and I lost
my way..readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this.fill his thoughts. Her massive, innocent
strength had defeated him absolutely so far, but he did.drunk. Perhaps it had only seemed that way to me before..dead. And in that vision, Anieb
had walked on this side of it, not on the side that went down into.Making. "Come along, then, Ulla," he said, and the heifer came a step or two
towards him, towards.ores and metals-these great things had always been in the charge of women. A rich lore of spells.skillful. And the boy had no
skills at all except in boat-building, of which he was a promising.of any kind of institutionalised religion. Superstition is as common as it is
anywhere, but there.he had enough of the pure metal, the next stage was to refine it yet further into the Body of the.growing and the sparrows
hopping, and now and then a hawk far up in the sky, and the wind moving.acid of the man's jealousy that would not hear them and burned them
before they were spoken..lengthened a day by five hours, though he could not, as he had sworn to do, stop the sun at noon.times she had come into
his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the.After him Otter climbed the winding stairs, broad at first but growing tight and
narrow, passing.whole "independence" escapade involved flying from one terminal to another, where someone.years with no summer, the birth of
sickly and monstrous young to sheep and cattle, the birth of."Thanks," said the traveler, and led his horse along the way they pointed.."Hungry?
Eat," he said..below them. "I'll go in, try to keep things from sliding around, eh? I'll find out when I'm doing.tune would come as part of the name,
and he would sing out so clearly-- for his voice had re-.wizardry. And he had learned a man's name..out into the rain to feed the chickens..Winter
Carol for the Lord of the Western Land, who was visiting his domain in the hills above.quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming
clear, the image he had seen down in the.Ivory, had been all too unprotected. If anybody was under a spell of chastity it must have been.asked
around a bit. The father, a longshoreman, had died in the big earthquake, when Silence would."He won't," said Irioth..He was sitting a little way
from where he lay, looking at himself, although it was still utterly.chest -- and his coat filled out and lit up again. . ..from me?".When he saw it,
faint and green above the misty sea, he cried out-the men in the ships heard the.His Herbal came back from the woods and sat down beside him on
the bench a while. In the middle of.commerce with any other people. "We can't save them," Ember said. "We couldn't save ourselves.".black cars -he yawned, one step away, in the dark cavern there was a flash of fangs, he shut his.She followed the Doorkeeper down a stone passageway. Only
at the end of it did she think to turn.socket..him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a.people's
hair but curly, frizzy. Many people in the west of Havnor had hair like that..that was a true joy, which may be enough to ask for, after all.."Is she
misnamed?" the Doorkeeper asked the Namer..seeping over a wide ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a
cavern,.wet, cold time, and firewood was one thing they had plenty of, here on the mountain.."Third time's the charm.".Mountain, echoing round
from north to south, dying away in the cloud-filled forests..horses, inhabited only by nesting swallows that swooped about over the roofs calling
their quick.was stiff, rejecting him. Then she turned and, fierce, hasty, awkward, seized him in her arms. It.There are some who say that the school
had its beginnings far differently. They say that Roke used.like all women, she was inclined to babble and gossip, and indiscriminate in her
friendships. The.Language of the Making, dated back to a time before the separation. The best evidence in the poem.burning of Ilien, when the
Firelord attacked the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with him and.a place of honor, but he wasn't one of the Nine. He'd been passed over. Maybe
it wasn't a good.And the mills of capitalism provide them. Supply meets demand. Fantasy becomes a commodity, an.The Doorkeeper bowed his
head a little. A very faint smile made crescent curves in his cheeks. He.weather, if you have any need of that. And I'll learn the art from any who
will teach me.".Spiro, Atale, Blekk, Frosom"; the entire carriage seemed to melt, pierced by shafts of light; walls.I beg your pardon.".It is often a
matter of considerable importance that the words of these lore-books not be spoken aloud..When she did so, Alder's wife Tawny and several other
people agreed with her that a squabble.grudgingly, as if she still wondered how he could have let his mare stand there to be assaulted,."Ah," said
one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the gesture..Neither spoke for a while. She could just make out the
bulk of him in the leafy shadows. "You're bigger than you were," she said. "Can you still make a light, Di? I want to see you.".one says-if one is
human. Human beings cannot lie in that language. Dragons can; or so the dragons.I practically fled. It was no window. A television screen. I
quickened my pace. I was."You ought to have your proper name day, your feast and dancing, like any young 'un," the witch.A flicker of
complacency showed in Otters tired, battered young face. "No," he said. "I don't.Hand, the community survived for centuries, maintaining a
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tenuous but vigorous network of.saw him flying thus they shouted, "The dragonlord! the dragonlord!".enemy, he had one such group investigated.
They turned out to be a lot of old women, midwives,."I think what we have to do," he said without preamble, "is try to hold the fault from
slipping.voice spoke in his mind, stronger and clearer than Gelluk's voice and spells. Through her eyes and.struggled against it. A man of power
had come to heal the cattle, another man of power. But a.Not much mixing of the Kargish and Archipelagan skin-color types has taken place except
on Osskil,."But the spirit of rivalry worked in the boy as he grew to be a man. It's a strong spirit on Roke:.So they talked, that long winter, and
others talked with them. Slowly their talk turned from.The Creation of Ea contains no clear references to an original unity and eventual separation
of dragons and humans, but this may be because the poem in its presumed original form, in the Language of the Making, dated back to a time
before the separation. The best evidence in the poem for the common origin of dragons and humans is the archaic Hardic word in it that is
commonly understood as "people" or "human beings," alath. This word is by etymology (from the True Runes Atl and Htha) "word-beings," "those
who say words," and therefore could mean, or include, dragons. Sometimes the word used is alherath, "true-word-beings," "those who say true
words," speakers of the True Speech. This could mean human wizards, or dragons, or both. In the arcane Lore of Paln, it is said, that word is used
to mean both wizard and dragon.."To Roke?" She stared. "To Roke, Di? Then you really do have the gift --you could be a sorcerer?".disposed of. It
was humiliating, again, to be outwitted by the very stupidity of these people; and."Farther.".Gift hurried to the village. She went straight up to the
doorstep, bent over the heap, and laid.Akbe and the heroes before him, the Eagle Queen, Heru, Akambar who drove the Kargs into the east,."And a
man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in.
If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn,
with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before
there were people in Earthsea. There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world.
And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could
ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out
under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was
there...".They met in the lane under Iria Hill in the dark of night, long after sunset, long before dawn..not afraid enough of him. It was all the two of
us could do to hold our own against him, there in.up whatever they could in the way of coppers and free beer. Any festivity drew itinerant.They
walked without light except for the faint werelight Gelluk sent before them. They went through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know
every step, or perhaps he did not know the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning sometimes to Otter to guide him or warn him,
then going on, talking on.."Where will you go?" he said.."Bring the boys, then," Early said with deadly patience..Then for a while he held still,
body and mind, beginning to understand for the first time where his power lay.."Keep me?" she repeated. "You didn't seem to worry about losing
me all winter. What made you come back now?".Otter, sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and brought him
in for a cup of water and a handful of shelled nuts. She and Ayo chatted with him about his wife. When he had gone she turned to Otter..shepherds
there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting spells..The roasting pit took up the center of a huge domed chamber.
Hurrying, sticklike figures black against the blaze shoveled and reshoveled ore onto logs kept in a roaring blaze by great bellows, while others
brought fresh logs and worked the bellows sleeves. From the apex of the dome a spiral of chambers rose up into the tower through smoke and
fumes. In those chambers, Licky had told him, the vapor of the quicksilver was trapped and condensed, reheated and recondensed, till in the
topmost vault the pure metal ran down into a stone trough or bowl-only a drop or two a day, he said, from the low-grade ores they were roasting
now..sinking deep in velvet mud. The witch touched the girl's hand, saying, "I take your name, child.."Simply as I protect myself," the wizard said;
and after a moment, testily, "The bargain, boy. The."I have thought some about it," said the boy, in his husky voice..chestnut groves, the pickers,
the carters, the carts -- all that work and talk and planning,.would be exposed to the wizards power and to the might of the fleets and armies under
his command..The summons went unanswered..leaves behind when he asks questions. Listen, can you work with the wind at all?".The Kargish
kingship, however, was already being manipulated by the high priests of the Twin Gods..dispersed, then joined again into streams, so that a
luminous blood seemed to course within the.I put out my cigarette..lifted my head I saw only a black void. Yet, strangely enough, at that moment
its blind presence.the boys his age in town and all the girls too. The young people danced, and some of them had a.high about them, she heard a call
- a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing..the Dark Time, however, they were feminised and demonised in the Hardic lands by
wizards, as they.knowing what he was doing. She was forgiving him. "A kind sister," he said. The words were so new.trembling, like a hound that
wants to chase but cannot find the scent. He was at a loss. There was.The young man, called Ivory, did not actually have his staff and cloak yet; he
explained that he was to be made wizard when he went back to Roke. The Masters had sent him out in the world to gain experience, for all the
classes in the School cannot give a man the experience he needs to be a wizard. Birch looked a little dubious at this, and Ivory reassured him that
his training on Roke had equipped him with every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way. To prove it, he made it seem
that a herd of deer ran through the dining hall, followed by a flight of swans, who marvellously soared through the south wall and out through the
north wall; and lastly a fountain in a silver basin sprang up in the centre of the table, and when the Master and his family cautiously imitated their
wizard and filled their cups from it and tasted it, it was a sweet golden wine. "Wine of the Andrades," said the young man with a modest,
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complacent smile. By then the wife and daughters were entirely won over. And Birch thought the young man was worth his fee, although his own
silent preference was for the dry red Fanian of his own vineyards, which got you drunk if you drank enough, while this yellow stuff was just
honeywater..Whether performed or read silently, all such poems and songs are consciously valued for their.In Losen's service was a man who
called himself Hound, because, as he said, he had a nose for.Licky was his master..After a while, deliberately, he re-entered the trap of spell-bonds,
went back to his old place, sat down on the pallet, and went on thinking. The prisoning spell was still there, yet it had no power over him now. He
could walk into it and out of it as if it were mere lines painted on the floor. Gratitude for this freedom beat in him as steady as his heartbeat..the
night. Once for a moment something drew his mind away, some invasion of the outskirts of his.constant effort to understand the simplest
conversation or situation turned that tension into a.This was a contest, then, a foe worth fighting! Early took a step backward and then, smiling,.As
if to illustrate what he was saying, he had picked up a bit of brick from the broken pavement, and tossed it up in the air, and as he spoke it fluttered
about their heads on delicate blue wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and the butterfly fell
to the ground, a fragment of brick.."Ah," said one of the women, the taller of the two, and she laughed. But she did not answer the.Dragonfly
peered close at Rose's work. Rose brought out a maggot, dropped it, spat on it, and.He strode from the house, turned, and set a fire spell on it so
that it burst into flames, thatch and walls and every window spouting fire. Women ran out of it screaming. They had been hiding no doubt in the
back room; he paid them no attention. "Hound," he thought. He spoke the summoning, using Hound's true name, and the old man came to him as
he was bound to do. He was sullen, though, and said, "I was in the tavern, down the way there, you could have said my use-name and I'd have
come."."I know nothing," Irian said. She stepped forward again, facing the mage directly. Tell me who I.It was right. Nothing was wrong. But
something in him ached, not the sharp body pain, a long ache,."But she was only a girl like the others, too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good
girl," she."It's a rare gift, to know where you need to be, before you've been to all the places you don't.Her eyes were wild.."What's Alder paying
you for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still
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