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Outside, flames churned to the left and right of the opening. The front of the house was afire..Junior had the picture now. Clear as Kodachrome.
Victoria was in a relationship, and she had come on to him in the hospital not because she was looking for more action, but because she was a
tease. One of those women who thought it was funny to get a man's juices up and then leave him stewing in them..She thought all that, but she
closed her eyes and said: "I'll be okay. Give me a second here, all right?".He shouldered past two counter waitresses, past the short-order cook who
was working eggs and burgers and bacon on the open griddle and grill. Whatever expression wrenched Junior's face, it must have been
intimidating, for without protest but with walleyed alarm, the employees squeezed aside to let him pass..During the day and then following a dinner
break, the Hackachaks persisted. The hospital had never witnessed such a spectacle. Shifts changed, and new nurses came to attend to Junior in
greater numbers than necessary, using any excuse to get a glimpse of the freak show.."For the love of God," Junior pleaded, "can't you please give
me something for the pain?".Murmuring reassurances, Celestina put a hand on the girl's head and smoothed her brow, her hair, until the sour dream
was sweetened by the touch..Finally wimping out completely, Parkhurst left the room. The heavy door sighed softly shut, silencing the squeak of
rubber-soled shoes, the swish of starched uniforms, and other noises made by the busy nurses in the corridor..Earlier, after sprinting down the fire
road, he had been breathing hard when he reached his Chevy, and by the time that he'd raced to Spruce Hills, the nearest town, he had spiraled
down into this strange condition. His driving became so erratic that a black-and-white had tried to pull him over, but by then he was a block from a
hospital, and he didn't stop until he got there, taking the entry drive too sharply, jolting across the curb, nearly slamming into a parked car, sliding
to a stop in a no-parking zone at the emergency entrance, lurching like a drunkard as he got out of the Chevy, screaming at the cop to get an
ambulance.."There's nothing here for you," she said, stepping back from the door in order to close it..In the foyer, Hanna Rey and Nellie Oatis sat
side by side on the stairs. Hanna, the housekeeper, was gray-haired and plump. Nellie, was Perri's daytime- companion, could have passed for
Hanna's sister..WHEN A GLASS OF chilled apple juice at dawn stayed on his stomach, Junior Cain was allowed a second glass, though he was
admonished He was also given three saltines..The night was hushed but for the barking of a dog in the great distance. Hollow, far softer than the
ghostly singing that had recently haunted Junior, the rough voice of this hound nevertheless stirred him, spoke to an essential aspect of his
heart..Sitting in Simon Magusson's mahogany-paneled office, reading the contents of this file, Junior was aghast. "I could have been killed.".Glass
in the door next to Agnes cracked, dissolved. Pebbly blacktop like a dragon flank of glistening scales hissed past the broken window, inches from
her face..The silence on the line was not merely that of a caller holding her tongue. It was abyssal and perfect, as no silence on a telephone ever can
be, without the faintest hiss or crackle of static, no hint of breathing or.Maria said, "It is ... the only thing ... I can do for him now, for you. I be
nobody, not.With his empty sockets draped by unsupported lids, Barty rode home wearing padded eye patches under sunglasses, his cane propped
against the seat at his side, as though he were costumed for a role in a play filled with a Dickensian amount of childhood suffering..Her name was
Victoria Bressler, and she was an attractive blonde. She would never have been serious competition For Naomi, because Naomi had been singularly
stunning, but Naomi, after all, was gone..With a prayer to the Holy Mother, Maria held one third of a knave of spades to the bright flame of the first
candle. When it caught fire, she dropped the fragment into the votive glass, and as it was consumed, she said aloud, "For Peter," referring to the
most prominent of the twelve apostles..Her voice as bright as her bed ensemble, spiritual sister to baby chicks everywhere, yellow Angel raised her
head from the pillow and said, "Will you have a wedding?"."Money's no object. I can afford whatever you'd like to charge. And I'd be a diligent
student.".The man's voice echoed hollowly in Junior's ears, as if coming from the far end of a tunnel. Or from the terminus of a death-row hallway,
on the long walk between the last meal and the execution chamber.."This is Detective Bellini, with the San Francisco Police Department. Is
everything all right there?".In Room 724, standing alone at her sister's bedside, watching the girl sleep, Celestina told herself that she was coping
well. She could handle this unnerving development without calling in either of her parents..Celestina threw down the weapon even before she
turned, and as two cops entered the room, she cried, "He's getting away!".She devoted half her work time to the neighbors-in-need route that Agnes
had established and steadily expanded, the other half to her painting. She was in no rush to mount a new show; anyway, she didn't dare renew
contact with the Greenbaum Gallery or with anyone at all from her past life, until the police found Enoch Cain..The narrow brick-paved serviceway
lay five feet below. The maniac had knocked over trash cans while making his escape, but he wasn't tumbled among the rest of the garbage..For
guidance, Agnes couldn't rely entirely on any of the child rearing books in her library. Barty's unique gifts presented her with special parenting
problems. Now, when he asked if he could stay up even later, to read about John Thomas Stuart and Lummox, John's pet from another world, she
granted him permission..The bow business had started a few months ago. Angel said she wanted to look pretty in her sleep, in case she met a
handsome prince in her dreams..He desperately needed closure in the matter of Naomi's death. That was what these past three years and these
supernatural events were all about..Junior was at critical depth. The psychological pressure was at least five thousand pounds per square inch and
growing by the second. Implosion imminent..Finally he switched on the light, and illuminated Neddy at ease, silent in death as never in life: lying
on his back, head turned to the right, swollen tongue lolling obscenely..As though one of the quarters had dropped into his ear and triggered a
golden oldie in the jukebox of his mind, Junior heard Vanadium's voice in the hospital room, in Spruce Hills, on the night of the day when Naomi
died: "en you cut Naomi's string, you put an end to the effects that her music would have on the lives of others and on the shape of the future.....To
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celebrate, Junior went to a gallery and purchased the second piece of art in his collection. Not sculpture this time: a painting..Olive complexion, no
less smooth than the skin of a calamata. Eyes as lustrous as pools shimmering with a reflection of eternity and stars..As Celestina settled on the sofa
with the phone in her lap, hesitating to dial until she worked up a bit more courage, Angel said to Tom, "So what happened to your face?".O foolish
writer. Now moves. Even in storytime, dreamtime, once-upon-a time, now isn't then..After two years of rehabilitation, Tom had been pronounced
as fit as ever, a miracle of modem medicine and willpower. But right now he seemed to have been put back together with spit and string and Scotch
tape. Arms pumping, legs stretching, he felt every one of those eight months of coma in his withered-and-rebuilt muscles, in his calcium
depleted-and-rebuilt bones..Raising one hand, wiggling the fingers, he said, "Toes, toes, toes, toes, toes.".Maria said nothing, working busily, but
Agnes recognized that special silence in which difficult words were sought and laboriously stitched together..No longer pinned to the bed by an
intravenous feed of fluids and medications, provided with pajamas and a thin cotton robe to replace his backless gown, Junior was encouraged to
test his legs and get some.As to the distressing matter of Seraphim's daughter, Junior at first decided to return to San Francisco to torture the truth
out of Nolly Wulfstan. Then he realized that he'd been referred to Wulfstan by the same man who had told him that Thomas Vanadium was missing
and was believed to be Victoria Bressler's killer..Furthermore, fear of the unknown is a weakness also because it humbles us. Humility, Caesar
Zedd declares, is strictly for losers. For the purpose of social and financial advancement, we must pretend to be humble-shuffle our feet and duck
our heads and make self-deprecating remarks-because deceit is the currency of civilization. But if ever we wallow in genuine humility, we will be
no different from the mass of humanity, which Zedd calls "a sentimental sludge in love with failure and the prospect of its own doom.".Alone with
Paul, as he stood abashed, she removed her blouse and bra and, with arms crossed over her breasts, revealed to him her savaged back. Whereas her
father had used open-hand slaps and hard fists to teach his twin sons the lessons of God, he preferred canes and lashes as the instruments of
education for his daughter, because he believed that his direct touch might have invited sin. Scars disfigured Agnes from shoulders to buttocks, pale
scars and others dark, crosshatched and whorled..The muffling fog quieted the city as much as obscured it, and the alley was surprisingly still.
Many of the businesses were closed for the night, and as far as Junior could discern, no delivery trucks or other vehicles were parked the length of
the block..Barty rounded the tree and returned to the porch. He climbed the steps and stood before Tom..Her voice grew thinner when she spoke to
Angel, but in this new frailty, Barty heard such love that he shook at the power of it. "God's in you, Angel, so strong you shine, and nothing bad at
all.".Saturday morning, he walked to a drugstore in town and purchased eight decks of cards. With four, he passed the day re-creating, again and
again, what he'd done at the dining-room table the previous evening. The four knaves never appeared..There were effective actions and ineffective
actions, socially acceptable and unacceptable behavior, wise and stupid decisions that could be made. But if you wanted to achieve maximum
self-realization, you had to understand that any choice you made in life was entirely value neutral. Morality was a primitive concept, useful in
earlier stages of societal evolution, perhaps, but without relevance in the modem age..The living room no longer doubled as sleeping quarters.
Perri's hospital bed had been taken away. Paul's bed had been moved to a room upstairs, where for the past three nights, he had tried to
sleep..Celestina was better equipped to embrace this transcendental experience for what it appeared to be. She was not one of those artists who
celebrated chaos and disorder, or who found inspiration in pessimism and despair. Wherever her eyes came to rest, she saw order, purpose,
exquisite design, and either the pale flicker or the fierce blaze of a humbling beauty. She perceived the uncanny not merely in old houses where
ghosts were said to roam or in eerie experiences like the one Lipscomb had described, but every day in the pattern of a tree's branches, in the
rapturous play of a dog with a tennis ball, in the white whirling currents of a snowstorm-in every aspect of the natural world in which insoluble
mystery was as fundamental a component as light and darkness, as matter and energy, as time and space..At the mention of her son's name, Agnes
stiffened. There were numerous ways for Deed to have learned the baby's name, yet it seemed wrong for him to know it, wrong to use it, the name
of this child he had nearly orphaned, had almost killed..Perhaps he would not have leaped along this chain of conclusions if he'd not been an
admirer of Caesar Zedd, for Zedd teaches that too often society encourages us to dismiss certain insights as illogical, even when in fact these
insights arise from animal instinct and are the closest thing to unalloyed truth we will ever know..She sat at the kitchen table, staring at the glass.
After a while she emptied it in the sink without having taken a sip..The little hands, so weak now but someday strong: Would they eventually be
capable of savagery, as were the father's hands? Misbegotten offspring. This seed of a demonic man whom Phimie herself had called sick and evil.
However innocent-looking now, what pain might she eventually in-- on others? What outrages might she commit in years to come? Although
Celestina searched intently, she could not glimpse the father's evil in the child..As Junior was about to knock again, the door flew inward, and over
Sinatra having fun with "When My Sugar Walks Down the Street," Victoria said, "You're early, I didn't hear your car--" She was speaking as she
pulled the door open, and she cut herself off in midsentence When she stepped up to the threshold and saw who stood before her.."She reads too
much hard-boiled detective fiction," Nolly said. "And lately, she's talking about writing it.".Turning his attention to Barty, Obadiah broke into a
smile, revealing a gold upper tooth. "Something here is sweeter than that lovely pie. What's the child's name?".Junior had almost fumbled his fork
when he recognized the tune. His heart raced. His hands were suddenly clammy..As terrible as the situation was for Barty, Agnes knew that it was
equally difficult for Paul. She could only hold him in the night, and let herself be held. And more than once, she told him, "If worse comes to worst,
don't you go walking again.".When the highway passed through a sunless ravine, he had broken into a sour sweat at the sight of the bloody pulsing
reflections of the revolving rooftop beacons on the bracketing cut-shale walls. Now and then, the siren shrieked to clear traffic ahead, and he felt
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the urge to scream with it, to let loose a wail of terror and anguish and confusion and loss..Not that he failed to perform well. As always, he was a
bull, a stallion, an insatiable satyr. None of his lovers complained; none had the energy for complaint when he'd finished with them.."One of the
four legs of the tower is dangerously fractured where it's seated into the underlying foundation caisson-"."Fear?" Kathleen asked, more interested in
Vanadium's words than in his prestidigitation. "You said you're offering fear to Cain ... as if that was something he would want.".so she reached
across her body with her left hand, which Celestina gripped tightly..You have the teeth to do it, Junior thought, but he restrained himself from
saying it. "This can't be a dead end.".Because of his blindness and his intellectual gifts, Barty was home schooled; besides, no teacher was a match
for his autodidactic skills, nor could anyone possibly inspire in him a greater thirst for knowledge than the one with which he had been born. Angel
went to this same informal classroom, and her sole fellow student was also her teacher. They aced the periodic equivalency tests that the law
required. Their constant companionship seemed to be all play, yet was filled with constant learning, too..Celestina didn't hear gunfire, but she
couldn't mistake the bullets for anything else when they cracked through the door..Eleven years later, a few months after marrying Agnes, Joey
mysteriously invited Edom to accompany him on "a little drive," and took his bewildered brother-in-law to a nursery. They returned home with
fifty pound bags of special mulch, jars of plant food, and an array of new tools. Together, they stripped the sod from the side yard, turned the soil,
and prepared the ground for the rich variety of hybrid starter plants that were delivered the following week..On Friday evening, he had arranged for
the drawing of the aces, but he had not stacked the subsequent twelve cards to provide for the selection of four identical knaves at three-card
intervals. He'd sat in stunned.In southern California, Agnes Lampion dreams of her newborn son. In Oregon, Junior Cain fearfully speaks a name in
his sleep, and Detective Vanadium, waiting to tell the suspect about his dead wife's diary, leans forward in his chair to listen, while ceaselesslyturning a quarter across the thick knuckles of his right hand.."Be quiet, sugarpie," she said, crossing the bedroom to the door, which stood only
slightly ajar..ANGEL WAS DRESSED in as much red as the devil himself: bright red shoes, red socks, red leggings, red skirt, red sweater, and a
knee length red coat with a red hood..Rudy Hackachak--Big Rude to his friends-was six feet four, as rough-hewn as a log sculpture carved with a
woodsman's ax. In a green polyester suit with sleeves an inch too short, an unfortunate urine yellow shirt, and a tie that might have been the
national flag of a third world country famous for nothing but a lack of design sense, he looked like Dr. Frankenstein's beast gussied up for an
evening of barhopping in Transylvania..Turning around in his seat, watching with amusement as Celestina fumbled nervously with the currency,
the cabbie said, "You're not scared, not you. Sitting back there so silent most all the way, you weren't thinking about being famous. You were
thinking about that girl of yours.".Celestina breezed through the open door with Angel. "No vanilla wafers. You'll be up all night with a sugar
rush.".Nothing in his reading offered a satisfactory explanation for what had been happening to him. None of the women filled the hole in his heart,
and all of the Bartholomews were harmless. Only the needlepoint offered any satisfaction, but though Junior was proud of his craftsmanship, he
knew that a grown man couldn't find fulfillment in stitchery alone..Grace, Celestina, and Paul expressed amusement and amazement at Angel's
critical judgment..In spite of its dazzle, the detective's smile was nonetheless melancholy, proof that he was sincere when he said that Seraphim's
baby was beyond their reach..He might have felt properly foolish if he had not suffered so much personal experience of Enoch Cain. This was a
false alarm, but considering the nature of the enemy, it wasn't a bad idea to put himself through a drill from time to time..When Agnes and Paul
returned from a honeymoon in Carmel, they discovered that Edom had finally cleared out Jacob's apartment. He donated his twin's extensive files
and books to a university library that was building a collection to satisfy a growing professorial and student interest in apocalyptic studies and
paranoid philosophy..Earlier, the dirty-sheet clouds had been wrung dry. Now, the trees that overhung the house had finally stopped dripping on the
cedar shingled roof The night was so still that Agnes could hear the sea softly breaking upon the shore more than half a mile away..judging by the
evidence, the nurse was home alone, but Junior raised his voice above the music and called out, "Hello? Is anyone here?".Currently, the rental
market was extremely tight. The first day of his search resulted only in the discovery that he was going to have to pay more than he expected even
for modest quarters..As punctilious as you might expect any good accountant to be, Bartholomew Prosser didn't delay long enough to make it
necessary for Junior to ring the bell twice. The porch light came on.."If I ever get there, I'll be back," she promised the gathered family. "Imagine
how much we'll have to talk about. Maybe I'll even get some new pie recipes from Over There.".Finally, only thirty miles south of Spruce Hills, he
reluctantly acknowledged that slow deep breathing, positive thoughts, high self esteem, and firm resolve weren't sufficient to subdue his
treacherous bowels. He needed to find lodging for the night. He didn't care about a swimming pool or a king-size bed, or a free continental
breakfast. The only amenity that mattered was indoor plumbing..Because this kind of fictional fact, like maps of imaginary realms, is of real
interest to some readers, I include the description after the stories. I also redrew the geographical maps for this book, and while doing so, happily
discovered a very old one in the Archives in Havnor..Then he closed his eyes, held the revolver in both hands, and at point-blank range, he shot the
dead woman twice..The word diarrhea was inadequate to describe this affliction. In spite of the books he'd read to improve his vocabulary, Junior
could not think of any word sufficiently descriptive and powerful enough to convey his misery and the hideousness of his ordeal..When Agnes had
asked him to deliver the pies, before she had set out with Joey for the hospital the previous day, Edom had wanted to beg off, but he had agreed
without hesitation. He was prepared to suffer every viciousness that nature could throw at him in this life, but he could not endure seeing
disappointment in his sister's eyes..Scamp had fabulous legs, and her bralessness left no doubts about the lusciousness and authenticity of her chest,
but after an hour of conversation about something or other, before suggesting that they leave together, Junior maneuvered her into a reasonably
the-influence-of-sea-power-upon-the-french-revolution-and-empire-both-volumes-the-complete-naval-history-of-france-before-and-during-the-napoleonic-wars-with-maps-and-charts.pdf
Page 3/7

The Influence Of Sea Power Upon The French Revolution And Empire Both Volumes The Complete Naval History Of France Before And During The Napoleonic Wars With Maps And Charts

private corner and discreetly put a hand up her skirt, just to confirm that his gender suspicions were correct..The artist, six feet four and two
hundred fifty pounds, looked markedly more dangerous in person than in his scary publicity photo. Still in his twenties, he had white hair that fell
limp and straight to his shoulders. Dead-white skin. His deep-set eyes, as silver-gray as rain with an albino-pink undertone, had a predatory glint as
chilling as that in the eyes of a panther. Terrible scars slashed his face, and red hash marks covered his big hands, as though he'd frequently
defended himself barehanded against men armed with swords.."And in a lot of somewheres," said Barty, "things are worse for us than here. Some
somewheres, you died, too, when I was born, so I never met you, either.".gob of mucus in his throat. His face contorted with a misery that he did
not have to fake, and he was astonished to feel tears spring to his eyes..During the first months, the journeys were eight or ten miles: along the
shoreline north and south of Bright Beach, and inland to the desert beyond the hills. He left home and returned the same day..Turning away from
the window, Tom met her gaze. His smoke-gray eyes looked frosted, as though the fog ghosts had passed through the window and possessed him.
But then the flame on the table candle flared in a draft; lambent light melted the chill from his eyes, and she saw again the warmth and the beautiful
sorrow that had impressed her before.."Where did it go?" Grace asked her granddaughter, making as much effort as she could to lighten the mood
for the girl's sake..THE GENEROUS EXPENSE allowance provided by Simon Magusson paid for a three-room suite at a comfortable hotel. One
bedroom for Tom Vanadium, one for Celestina and Angel.."I'd give anything if it hadn't happened," he said earnestly. And now a tortured note
wrung wet emotion from his voice"I only wish it had been me who died.".AS MEANINGFUL AS Jacob's death had been within the small world of
his family, Agnes Lampion never lost sight of the fact that there were more resonant deaths in the larger world before 1968 ended and the Year of
the Rooster followed. On the fourth of April, James Earl Ray gunned down Martin Luther King on a motel balcony in Memphis, but the assassin's
hopes were foiled when, because of this murder, freedom grew more vigorously from the richness of a in martyr's blood. On June 1, Helen Keller
died peacefully at eighty-seven. Blind and deaf since early childhood, mute until her adolescence, Miss Keller led a life of astonishing
accomplishment; she learned to speak, to ride horses, to waltz; she graduated cum laude from Radcliffe, an inspiration to millions and a testament
to the potential in even the most blighted life. On June 5, Senator Robert F. Kennedy was assassinated in the kitchen of the Ambassador Hotel in
Los Angeles. Unknown numbers died when Soviet tanks invaded Czechoslovakia, and hundreds of thousands perished in the final days of the
Cultural Revolution in China, many eaten in acts of cannibalism sanctioned by Chairman Mao as acceptable political action. John Steinbeck,
novelist, and Tallulah Bankhead, actress, came to the end of their journeys in this world, if not yet in all others. But James Lovell, William Anders,
and Frank Borman-the first men to orbit the moon-traveled 250,000 miles into space, and all returned alive..find reason to celebrate every
development in life, including the cruelest catastrophe, by discovering the bright side to even the darkest hour..Along Junior's hairline, on his
cheeks, his chin, and his upper lip, a double score of hard little knots had risen, angry red and hot to the touch. Having previously experienced a
particularly vicious case of the hives, Junior realized this was something new-and worse. To the pilot, he replied, "Allergic reaction.".When she
turned to him again, he had already slipped into his jacket and snatched the car keys off the foyer table. He put his left hand under her right arm, as
though Agnes were feeble and in need of sup-.Junior jammed on the brakes, slammed the gearshift into park, threw open the door, and plunged
from the car. He spun around to face the menace, loose gravel shifting treacherously underfoot..Edom had noticed them earlier. Now he saw they
were in worse condition than he'd thought. Enlarged knuckles, fingers not entirely at natural angles to one another. Perhaps Obadiah had
rheumatoid arthritis, like Bill Klefton, though a less crippling case..Shopping for fashion accessories relaxed Junior. He spent a few hours browsing
for tie chains, silk pocket squares, and unusual belts. Riding the up escalator in a department store, between the second and.While Jacob had
shuffled, Agnes had taken little Barty from his bassinet into her arms. She was surprised and discomfited to discover that the baby was to have his
fortune told first..Their story would be that Cain's gun had jammed just as Tom had entered Barty's bedroom. Too cowardly for hand-to-hand
combat, the Shamefaced Slayer had fled through the open window. He was loose once more in an unsuspecting world..He feared that suicide was a
ticket to Hell, and he knew that sinless Perri was not waiting for him in those lower realms..Allowing one month for the job might be optimistic.
On the other hand, he'd had a long time to perfect a strategy..Angel brightened at the sight of the coin turning end-over-end across his knuckles. "I
could learn to do that," she asserted..Celestina gave birth to Seraphim in '69, saw her painting on the cover of American Artist in '70, and gave birth
to Harrison in '72..Thanks to his intelligence and his personality, Barty's presence was so great for his age that Agnes tended to think of him as
being physically larger and stronger than he actually was. As the scent of grass grew more complex and even more appealing, she saw her son more
clearly than she'd seen him in a while: quite small, fatherless yet brave, burdened with a gift that was a blessing but that also made a normal
boyhood impossible, forced to grow up at a up faster pace than any child should be required to endure. Barty was achingly delicate, so vulnerable
that when Agnes looked at him, she felt a little of the awful sense of helplessness that burdened Edom and Jacob..They would have given him an
antinausea medication. It most likely wasn't going to work quickly enough to save him..As she commented on each masterpiece, Frieda grew
steadily less coherent. She had drunk a few cocktails, the better part of a bottle of Cabernet Sauvignon, and two after-dinner brandies..In the
kitchen, he sat her in a chair and let her slump forward over the breakfast table. With her arms folded, with her head on her arms and turned to one
side, she appeared to be resting..Grace declined food, but Tom ordered for her, anyway, selecting those things that by now he knew Celestina liked,
guessing that the mother's taste had shaped the daughter's..That Olympian purge had, however, made him appear to be both emotionally and
physically devastated by the loss of his wife. He couldn't have calculated any stratagem more likely to convince most.Too much had happened in
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those rooms. They were stained dark with family history, and in the night, when either Edom or Jacob slept under that gabled roof, the past came
alive again in dreams..As Junior blew his nose and blotted his eyes, Vanadium said, "I believe YOU actually loved her in some strange
way.".Summary: Explores further the magical world of Earthsea through five tales of events which occur before or after the time of the original
novels, as well as an essay on the people, languages, history and magic of the place.
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