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One night, when the night was half spent, as Selim and Selma sat talking and devising with each other, they heard a noise below the house; so they
looked out from a lattice that gave upon the gate of their father's mansion and saw a man of goodly presence, whose clothes were hidden by a wide
cloak, which covered him. He came up to the gate and laying hold of the door-ring, gave a light knock; whereupon the door opened and out came
their sister, with a lighted flambeau, and after her their mother, who saluted the stranger and embraced him, saying, 'O beloved of my heart and
light of mine eyes and fruit of mine entrails, enter.' So he entered and shut the door, whilst Selim and Selma abode amazed..?Story of Ilan Shah and
Abou Teman..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.When Sindbad the
Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast
ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of
afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I
have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast
indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy
delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and
accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".Whenas the soul desireth one other than its peer, ii 207..There
was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he
consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all
manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of
instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what
not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he
had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble
them; but found none of them in his house..168. Abdallah ben Fasil and his Brothers dcccclixviii.The Fifteenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? So
make me in your morning a delight And set me in your houses, high and low;.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..Now he had with him nought
wherewithal he might cover himself; so he wrapped himself up in one of the rugs of the mosque [and abode thus till daybreak], when the Muezzins
came and finding him sitting in that case, said to him, "O youth, what is this plight?" Quoth he, "I cast myself on your hospitality, imploring your
protection from a company of folk who seek to kill me unjustly and oppressively, without cause." And [one of] the Muezzin[s] said, "Be of good
heart and cheerful eye." Then he brought him old clothes and covered him withal; moreover, he set before him somewhat of meat and seeing upon
him signs of gentle breeding, said to him, "O my son, I grow old and desire thee of help, [in return for which] I will do away thy necessity."
"Hearkening and obedience," answered Noureddin and abode with the old man, who rested and took his ease, what while the youth [did his service
in the mosque], celebrating the praises of God and calling the faithful to prayer and lighting the lamps and filling the ewers (28) and sweeping and
cleaning out the place..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! None can avail to
describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ?
Yea, all my passion and desire and love-longing in verse, As pearls in goodly order strung it were, I did enshrine..? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire
have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..? ? ? ? ? For love with your presence grows sweet, untroubled and life is
serene And the star of our fortune burns bright, that clouds in your absence did veil..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier, whose name
was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth advantage thee?
Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the king's anger and he
bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this day there abideth no
deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the
glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is, That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..?STORY OF THE
FULLER AND HIS WIFE.."There was once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty.
Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about
from country to country; I were better abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at
home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a
great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till
the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at
whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide
[with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed,
and all was sheer in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself
and said, '_I_* misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give
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me my due, I will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy
place. Then he carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire,
for which I agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall
thou still have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without
his leave.'.Merchant, The Unlucky, i. 73..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their
voices they did rear..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on kettle-drums amain..If, in his
own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..12. Asleep and Awake cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I forsworn, sequestering myself
From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..? ? ? ? ? Where is a man's resource and what can he do? It is the Almighty's will;
we most submit..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet, whilst
the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter
than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the master of the
house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the story, wherefore
they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode in the town, till
God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story. Nor," added the
vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".112. Aboulhusn and his
Slave-girl Taweddud ccccxxxvi.All this while the Khalif was diverting himself with watching him and laughing, and at nightfall he bade one of the
slave-girls drop a piece of henbane in the cup and give it to Aboulhusn to drink. So she did as he bade her and gave Aboulhusn the cup, whereof no
sooner had he drunken than his head forewent his feet [and he fell down, senseless]. Therewith the Khalif came forth from behind the curtain,
laughing, and calling to the servant who had brought Aboulhusn to the palace, said to him, "Carry this fellow to his own place." So Mesrour took
him up [and carrying him to his own house], set him down in the saloon. Then he went forth from him and shutting the saloon-door upon him,
returned to the Khalif, who slept till the morrow..Meanwhile, the wind carried the two children [out to sea and thence driving them] towards the
land, cast them up on the sea-shore. As for one of them, a company of the guards of the king of those parts found him and carried him to their
master, who marvelled at him with an exceeding wonderment and adopted him to his son, giving out to the folk that he was his [very] son, whom
he had hidden, (106) of his love for him. So the folk rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy, for the king's sake, and the latter appointed him his
heir-apparent and the inheritor of his kingdom. On this wise, a number of years passed, till the king died and they crowned the youth king in his
room. So he sat down on the throne of his kingship and his estate flourished and his affairs prospered..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of
them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that
which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his
banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so
that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among the folk of the deserts and the cities..? ? ? ? ? Yet, I
conjure thee, blame me not for passion and desire, Me whom estrangement long hath brought to sick and sorry plight..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the
Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? t. The Sandalwood Merchant and the Sharpers dccccxcviii.WOMEN'S CRAFT..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my
transports wax, grows restlessness on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..? ? ? ? ? I supplicate Him, who parted us and
doomed Our separation, that we may meet again..When the evening came and the king sat in his privy chamber, he summoned the vizier and
required of him the story of the thief and the woman. Quoth the vizier, "Know, O king, that.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..[When the
king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine eunuch's return.' And he told
her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she would have cried out, but her
reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the treasure or [for that which hath
befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the servant and going in to her, told
her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of stresses and how his uncle had
exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the top of the citadel and how God
had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she wept..Sindbad the Sailor and
Hindbad the Porter.As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone
away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the
disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to
return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked
and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened
to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat
him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to
you.'.I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were
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moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited
for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that
thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath
cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes
that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I
have known thee from childhood.".? ? ? ? ? Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare And left us to endure estrangement and
despair..Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Then he went to fetch that which he had
hidden of the grain, but found it not and returned, perplexed and sorrowful, to the old man, who said to him, 'What aileth thee to be sorrowful?' And
he answered, 'Methought thou wouldst not pay me my due; so I took of the grain, after the measure of my hire; and now thou hast paid me my due
and I went to bring back to thee that which I had hidden from thee, but found it gone, for those who had happened upon it had stolen it.' The old
man was wroth, when he heard this, and said to the merchant, 'There is no device [can cope] with ill luck! I had given thee this, but, of the sorriness
of thy luck and thy fortune, thou hast done this deed, O oppressor of thine own self! Thou deemedst I would not acquit thee thy wage; but, by
Allah, nevermore will I give thee aught.' And he drove him away from him..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into
converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which
God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with
them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and
we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches] practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the
most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not
present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I
have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was on this wise..As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son
and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make
mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah,
and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my
childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this
is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into
suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she,
'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let
me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all
thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of him.'.Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to
him and prayed for him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for
delaying thy slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they
come in to me and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and
rid the folk of thy prate.".Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there, i. 210..Then Ishac went forth of the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who
had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah.
(177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took her and carried her to the bath. Then each
damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she redoubled in beauty and became as she were
the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hand; and he saw that
which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the house of instruction and bring her
instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health and weal!' So there passed over
her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments of music. Moreover, as time
went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her pallor was changed to white and
red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..?STORY OF THE KING AND HIS CHAMBERLAIN'S WIFE..After a few days,
his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor,
and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was
grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they
deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they
journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the
guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she
would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..The woman who used to act as decoy for them once caught them a woman from
a bride-feast, under pretence that she had a wedding toward in her own house, and appointed her for a day, whereon she should come to her. When
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the appointed day arrived, the woman presented herself and the other carried her into the house by a door, avouching that it was a privy door. When
she entered [the saloon], she saw men and champions (131) [and knew that she had fallen into a trap]; so she looked at them and said, "Harkye,
lads! (132) I am a woman and there is no glory in my slaughter, nor have ye any feud of blood-revenge against me, wherefore ye should pursue me;
and that which is upon me of [trinkets and apparel] ye are free to take." Quoth they, "We fear thy denunciation." But she answered, saying, "I will
abide with you, neither coming in nor going out." And they said, "We grant thee thy life.".Presently, El Abbas cried out at Hudheifeh a cry that
astonied him and dealt him a blow, saying, "Take this from the hand of a champion who feareth not the like of thee." Hudheifeh met the stroke with
his shield, thinking to ward it off from him; but the sword shore the target in sunder and descending upon his shoulder, came forth gleaming from
the tendons of his throat and severed his arm at the armpit; whereupon he fell down, wallowing in his blood, and El Abbas turned upon his host;
nor had the sun departed the pavilion of the heavens ere Hudheifeh's army was in full flight before El Abbas and the saddles were empty of men.
Quoth Saad, "By the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet], whom God bless and keep, I saw El Abbas with the blood upon his saddle pads, [in gouts] like
camels' livers, smiting with the sword right and left, till he scattered them abroad in every mountain-pass and desert; and when he turned [back to
the camp], the men of Baghdad were fearful of him.".Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik
ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to
require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still
refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and
the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none
but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..One
day, the Commander of the Faithful's breast was straitened; so he sent after his Vizier Jaafer the Barmecide and Ishac the boon-companion and
Mesrour the eunuch, the swordsman of his vengeance; and when they came, he changed his raiment and disguised himself, whilst Jaafer [and
Ishac] and Mesrour and El Fezll (164) and Younus (165) (who were also present) did the like. Then he went out, he and they, by the privy gate, to
the Tigris and taking boat, fared on till they came to near Et Taf, (166) when they landed and walked till they came to the gate of the thoroughfare
street. (167) Here there met them an old man, comely of hoariness and of a venerable and dignified bearing, pleasing (168) of aspect and apparel.
He kissed the earth before Ishac el Mausili (for that be knew but him of the company, the Khalif being disguised, and deemed the others certain of
his friends) and said to him, 'O my lord, there is presently with me a slave-girl, a lutanist, never saw eyes the like of her nor the like of her grace,
and indeed I was on my way to pay my respects to thee and give thee to know of her; but Allah, of His favour, hath spared me the trouble. So now I
desire to show her to thee, and if she be to thy liking, well and good: else I will sell her.' Quoth Ishac, 'Go before me to thy barrack, till I come to
thee and see her.'.Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? Read thou my writ and apprehend its purport, for my case This is and fate hath
stricken me with sorrows past allay..Then she wept till her voice rose high and her lamentation was discovered [to those without]; after which she
again began to drink and plying the old man with wine, sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The nobles' hands, for that my place I must forsake, Do
solace me with beds, whereon at ease I lie..Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine, ii. 230..What strength have I solicitude and long desire to
bear, iii. 20..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.46. The
Sharper of Alexandria and the Master of Police cccxli.One day, there came a ship and in it a merchant from their own country, who knew them and
rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy and clad them in goodly apparel. Moreover, he acquainted them with the manner of the treachery that had
been practised upon them and counselled them to return to their own land, they and he with whom they had made friends, (254) assuring them that
God the Most High would restore them to their former estate. So the king returned and the folk joined themselves to him and he fell upon his
brother and his vizier and took them and clapped them in prison..? ? ? ? ? z. The Stolen Purse dcv.? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight
with them, The sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..After this the king sat, with his son by his side
and the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them,
"See, O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth
me that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the
greatest of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth
the prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great
joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste
repent.".King Bihkerd, Story of, i. 121..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the [thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs,
demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city; and when she came before the Cadi, he
said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she, "I am of those who seek their salvation
(123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect;
and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;"
and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him, and all that I bid him he shall give ear
unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a certain door, said to them, "Stand at this
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door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening and obedience," answered they and
stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had bidden them, but none came out to them
and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote upon it heavily and violently, so that they
came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so he returned to his comrades and said to
them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and went away."When they heard his
words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a crafty trickstress and that she had
laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this woman and that which she contrived
of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending that his conduct was but a trick; yet,
when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me a load too great to bear, and thus
thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.I abode in my house, ill,
a whole month; after which I went to the bath and coming out, opened my shop [and sat selling and buying as usual], but saw no more of the man
or the woman, till, one day, there stopped before my shop a young man, [a Turcoman], as he were the full moon; and he was a sheep-merchant and
had with him a bag, wherein was money, the price of sheep that he had sold. He was followed by the woman, and when he stopped at my shop, she
stood by his side and cajoled him, and indeed he inclined to her with a great inclination. As for me, I was consumed with solicitude for him and fell
to casting furtive glances at him and winked at him, till he chanced to look round and saw me winking at him; whereupon the woman looked at me
and made a sign with her hand and went away. The Turcoman followed her and I counted him dead, without recourse; wherefore I feared with an
exceeding fear and shut my shop. Then I journeyed for a year's space and returning, opened my shop; whereupon, behold, the woman came up to
me and said, 'This is none other than a great absence.' Quoth I, 'I have been on a journey;' and she said, 'Why didst thou wink at the Turcoman?'
'God forbid!' answered I. 'I did not wink at him.' Quoth she, 'Beware lest thou cross me;' and went away..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the
Cashmere Singing-Girl dccccxc.? ? ? ? ? Yea, wonder-words I read therein, my trouble that increased And caused emaciation wear my body to a
shred..Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked
viziers, ye thought that God was heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his
brother shall fall into it? Take from me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital
from God.' Then he bade put them to death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her
with that wherein he had transgressed against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of
his household left not weeping and repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome
(127) in his palace and buried him therein..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Now a party of the troops had banded
themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his
uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and
deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we
swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an
underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and
committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah
a liar..103. The Loves of Abou Isa and Curret el Ain ccccxiv.The company marvelled at this story and the ninth officer came forward and said, 'I
will tell you a right goodly story I heard at a wedding..Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i. 218..When El Muradi heard of
his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for
that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered,
saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him
in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The
folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El
Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were
hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the
desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So
she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When I had made an end of washing, I cried out, saying, "Harkye, my lady Rihaneh!" But
none answered me. So I went out and found her not; and indeed she had taken my clothes and that which was therein of money, to wit, four
hundred dirhems. Moreover, she had taken my turban and my handkerchief and I found not wherewithal to cover my nakedness; wherefore I
suffered somewhat than which death is less grievous and abode looking about the place, so haply I might espy wherewithal to hide my shame. Then
I sat a little and presently going up to the door, smote upon it; whereupon up came the housekeeper and I said to her, "O my sister, what hath God
done with the woman who was here?" Quoth she, "She came down but now and said, 'I am going to cover the boys with the clothes and I have left
him sleeping. If he awake, tell him not to stir till the clothes come to him.'" Then said I, "O my sister, secrets are [safe] with the worthy and the
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freeborn. By Allah, this woman is not my wife, nor ever in my life have I seen her before this day!" And I recounted to her the whole affair and
begged her to cover me, informing her that I was discovered of the privities..At this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank
off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of
white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand
sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ?
a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..? ? ? ? ? Taper of hoofs and straight of stature, in the dust They
prance, as like a flood they pour across the plain;.The Seventh Night of the Month..161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter
ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself
should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban iv.There was once a king
of the kings, by name Ibrahim, to whom the kings abased themselves and did obedience; but he had no son and was straitened of breast because of
this, fearing lest the kingship go forth of his hand. He ceased not vehemently to desire a son and to buy slave-girls and lie with them, till one of
them conceived, whereat he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and gave gifts and largesse galore. When the girl's months were accomplished and the
season of her delivery drew near, the king summoned the astrologers and they watched for the hour of her child-bearing and raised astrolabes
[towards the sun] and took strait note of the time. The damsel gave birth to a male child, whereat the king rejoiced with an exceeding joy, and the
people heartened each other with the glad news of this..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.Presently, she came to
me again and I said to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other
thousand dinars. As soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof
is accomplished, give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and
addressed myself to the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell
her that I had made an end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate
and bring with him a good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on
horse- back, awaiting her, even as I awaited her..Chamberlain's Wife, The King and his, ii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of thy
return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..I went forth one day, purposing to make a journey, and fell in with a man whose wont
it was to stop the way. When he came up with me, he offered to slay me and I said to him, "I have nothing with me whereby thou mayst profit."
Quoth he, "My profit shall be the taking of thy life." "What is the cause of this?" asked I. "Hath there been feud between us aforetime?" And he
answered, "No; but needs must I slay thee." Therewithal I fled from him to the river-side; but he overtook me and casting me to the ground, sat
down on my breast. So I sought help of the Sheikh El Hejjaj (156) and said to him, "Protect me from this oppressor!" And indeed he had drawn a
knife, wherewith to cut my throat, when, behold, there came a great crocodile forth of the river and snatching him up from off my breast, plunged
with him into the water, with the knife still in his hand; whilst I abode extolling the perfection of God the Most High and rendering thanks for my
preservation to Him who had delivered me from the hand of that oppressor.'.Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red
gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.So Abdulmelik went
away to his house, whither he found that the money had foregone him, and on the morrow Jaafer presented himself before the Khalif and
acquainted him with what had passed and that he had appointed Abdulmelik's son governor of Egypt and had promised him his daughter in
marriage. Er Reshid approved of this and confirmed the appointment and the marriage. [Then he sent for the young man] and he went not forth of
the palace of the Khalif till he wrote him the patent [of investiture with the government] of Egypt; and he let bring the Cadis and the witnesses and
drew up the contract of marriage..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a
pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia
and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of
the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I
leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought
[of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they
might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much
as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends;
if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out
the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again
salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee,
after this night.".Meanwhile, his father and mother had gone round about all the islands of the sea in quest of him and his brother, hoping that the
sea might have cast them up, but found no trace of them; so they despaired of finding them and took up their abode in one of the islands. One day,
the merchant, being in the market, saw a broker, and in his hand a boy he was calling for sale, and said in himself, 'I will buy yonder boy, so I may
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console myself with him for my sons.' So he bought him and carried him to his house; and when his wife saw him, she cried out and said, 'By
Allah, this is my son!' So his father and mother rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and questioned him of his brother; but he answered, 'The sea
parted us and I knew not what became of him.' Therewith his father and mother consoled themselves with him and on this wise a number of years
passed..Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..[One day], as the ship was sailing along, and we unknowing where we were,
behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and
weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered, saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is
fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good];
else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High, so haply He may deliver us from these deadly
perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose
upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..As the eunuch was speaking with the king, behold, the damsel raised a
corner of the curtain that shut in the litter, so she might look upon the speaker, and saw the king. When Azadbekht beheld her and noted her fashion
and her loveliness (and indeed never set story-teller (95) eyes on her like,) his soul inclined to her and she took hold upon his heart and he was
ravished by her sight. So he said to the eunuch, "Turn the mule's head and return, for I am King Azadbekht and I will marry her myself, for that
Isfehend her father is my vizier and he will accept of this affair and it will not be grievous to him." "O king," answered the eunuch, "may God
prolong thy continuance, have patience till I acquaint my lord her father, and thou shalt take her in the way of approof, for it befitteth thee not
neither is it seemly unto thee that thou take her on this wise, seeing that it will be an affront to her father if thou take her without his knowledge."
Quoth Azadbekht, "I have not patience [to wait] till thou go to her father and return, and no dishonour will betide him, if I marry her." "O my lord,"
rejoined the eunuch, "nought that is done in haste is long of durance nor doth the heart rejoice therein; and indeed it behoveth thee not to take her
on this foul wise. Whatsoever betideth thee, destroy not thyself with [undue] haste, for I know that her father's breast will be straitened by this
affair and this that thou dost will not profit thee." But the king said, "Verily, Isfehend is [my boughten] servant and a slave of my slaves, and I reck
not of her father, if he be vexed or pleased." So saying, he drew the reins of the mule and carrying the damsel, whose name was Behrjaur, to his
house, married her..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere morning appear who bawl, "Come to
safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my
strength sustain..A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..When the evening evened, the
king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that
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